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EUROLAB Newsletter No. 4/2023

Foreword by the EUROLAB President, Mr. Paolo Moscatti

Dear Readers,

As we approach the end of yet another transformative year, | want to address sincere
greetings to each one of you through this final newsletter of 2023. In the following pages,
you will find great examples of collaboration, innovation, and shared commitment that has
been emblematic of EUROLAB throughout the past months and that we need to bring into
2024 as well.

A first thank you note is addressed to our member in Portugal, RELACRE, and our great
partner, IMEKO, for the organisation and hosting of the EUROLAB National Members'
Meeting (NMM) and IMEKO Joint Conference TC8, TC11, TC24 on 11-13 October 2023 in
Funchal, Madeira (Portugal). The meetings and events brought forward insightful
discussions on the pressing issues confronting EUROLAB and the broader laboratory
landscape, allowing us to further expand our collaboration with various members and
stakeholders.

The meetings represented the first step in the restructuring of the Technical Committee on
Quality Assurance in Testing and Calibration (TCQA), which will allow our experts expanded
opportunities to debate and address crucial technical matters. The whole EUROLAB
community will be asked to engage in the newly founded Working Groups on Cook Books
and Technical Reports, Accreditation and Standardisation, Digitalisation, and Sustainability,
providing a more structured space to our experts and additional collaboration opportunities
with our partners and their internal groups.
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Once again, we want to recognise that the
strength of EUROLAB lies in the
engagement of its members. A dynamic
schedule of webinars, trainings, and EU-
funded projects is in the works, designed
to increase and enrich our collective
activities.

In the spirit of continuous collaboration,
this newsletter offers a glimpse into the
most recent activities put forward by
EUROLAB. As we turn the page to a new
year, let us fortify our bonds, embrace new
challenges, and continue to shape the
future of laboratories together.

Enjoy the reading and happy holidays!
Paolo Moscatti, EUROLAB President

Foreword by the EUROLAB Secretary General, Ms. Laura Martin

Dear Readers,

EUROLAB is ending 2023 with multiple
initiatives,  collaborative actions and
compelling projects that underline our
commitment in supporting the
enhancement of laboratory best practices.
The strength of the activities that we are
bringing with us in the upcoming year lies in
the joint projects we've embarked upon with
various stakeholders, exploring new and
relevant fields as food quality, digitalisation,
and sustainable laboratory practices.

The collective efforts invested in preparing proposals for EU-funded projects have been
instrumental in addressing the dynamic challenges associated with the evolution towards the
Lab of the Future. These projects, aimed at offering guidance and training to laboratories
and practitioners, represent our dedication to staying at the forefront of industry
transformation and support our members in the challenges that they are facing.

Crucially, these endeavours wouldn't be possible without the support and collaboration of
our members and partners. The Secretariat has been actively engaging with stakeholders,
fostering both external and internal relations. Recently, | participated in the 54th General
Assembly of the European co-operation for Accreditation (EA) in Dublin, Ireland, working
with the various representatives and stakeholders and representing the laboratory
community.

Our international outreach continues to expand, as the training opportunities offered to our
members and interested audience. At the recent EUROLAB webinar “Build a sustainability



culture in your lab”, participants could learn and interact with our invited speakers, including
high-level representatives from the European Commission, ISO, My Green Lab, EUROPEN,
ECOS and various laboratory practitioners bringing their experience from different fields and
countries in the field of sustainability. The three successful webinars organised this year are
just an anticipation of the rich program of trainings and workshops that we are planning for
2024, which will range from very technical topics critical to laboratory practitioners, to broader
policy and standardisation developments.

International events and our own webinars, serve as pivotal tools to amplify our impact and
visibility. In this edition of the EUROLAB newsletter, you'll find a comprehensive overview of
these activities and many more.

To be kept updated, you can follow us on LinkedIn and check our website with all latest
news, now with a brand new section collecting all editions of our newsletter!

Happy Holidays and best wishes for a joyful and successful 2024!
Laura Martin, EUROLAB Secretary General

EUROLAB Highlights

EUROLAB Season's Greetings 2023

Now that the end of the year is fast approaching, we wish to share with you our warmest
Season’s Greetings and thank all our members, stakeholders and contacts for the fruitful
collaboration and active involvement in the EUROLAB activities and projects.

We look forward to continuing working together to bring our contribution and support to the
laboratory community.

EUROLAB wishes you Happy Holidays and all the best for the New Year!
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EUROLAB webinar “Build a sustainability culture in your lab”

On 29 and 30 November, the EUROLAB webinar “Build a sustainability culture in your lab”
took place online.

Participants could learn and interact with our great pool of speakers, including high-level
representatives from the European Commission, 1ISO, My Green Lab, EUROPEN, ECOS
and various laboratory practitioners bringing their experience from different fields and
countries.

The presentations provided a very detailed and comprehensive overview of many different
topics in the field of sustainability, which raised the interest of participants and fruitful
discussions during the Q&A sessions.

The detailed agenda is available here.

We want to thank the numerous attendees who joined the event, the great moderators, and
all the brilliant speakers for their insightful presentations. We look forward to further working
together on the topic of sustainability and not only!

If you missed the event, recordings and materials are still available upon registration.
If interested, please contact info@eurolab.org
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Highlights EUROLAB NMM and IMEKO Joint Conference 2023

The EUROLAB National Members’ Meeting 2023 and the IMEKO Joint Conference TC8,
TC11, TC24 took place on 11-13 October 2023 in Funchal, Madeira (Portugal), at Vidamar
Hotels and Resorts Madeira, kindly hosted by our local member RELACRE.

This was an important occasion for our members and stakeholders not only to discuss the
latest key issues for EUROLAB and the world of laboratories, but also to attend the IMEKO
Joint Conference TC8, TC11, TC24 and anticipate the celebrations for the World Standards
Day on 14 October.
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To find out more about the decisions taken during the meetings and the key topics raised
during the events, read here the highlights.

EUROLAB wishes to thank the entire RELACRE team for all the efforts and great
organisation of the events!

EUROLAB key topic: the Lab of the Future

EUROLAB has been organising various activities around the topic, and for the years 2023-
2024, we are planning different conferences, workshops and webinars on The Lab of the
Future. All these activities are organised in collaboration with our partners and
stakeholders, among which DG TRADE (European Commission), EURAMET, IMEKO,
UNIDO, My Green Lab, and many more.

In particular, focus areas will be blockchain for metrology, digital transformation and digital
solutions for labs, LIMS, challenges to free trade for laboratories and the lab of the future
in developing countries.

EUROLAB has also developed a survey on the level of digitalisation within the
laboratory community, with the support of Kruno Mili¢evié, coordinator of the Metroracle
Project. The survey aims to identify the current status of digitalisation within the
laboratories, their needs and key challenges for a sustainable digitalisation strategy, and
the next steps and topics that EUROLAB could consider to support its members in this
process.

The collection of responses has closed in September and the results will be published soon.
Check our website for the recent news!

Specific activities on The Lab of the Future and funded projects include:

o Draft proposal for the application to an EU Horizon Programme on the topic
of blockchain “Proposal for the use of an open Blockchain to ensure conformity
assessment documents traceability in the international market”.

e Project proposal for a qualification training for laboratory staff in areas
related to digitalisation. The aim is to develop an online platform providing
laboratory experts access to the latest and most relevant education and training
materials on specific topics that are foreseen as key in the laboratory of the future,
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as data management, robotisation and automation, the sustainable future of your
lab.

e EU-funded project on “Environmentally Sustainable Practices in
Laboratories” developed by the consortium led by the Camara de Comercio
Italiana Barcelona. The general objective of this action is to promote the
environmental sustainability of MSMEs in the laboratory sector, through the
exchange of knowledge and experiences between European and Latin American
organisations.

e« Research proposal “Food contaminants in the circular economy: Metrology
underpinning informed strategies for recycling of packaging and for food
safety”, developed by the consortium led by the ltalian National Institute of
Metrological Research (INRiM). The proposal focuses on supporting the critical
evaluation of established methods and the development of new techniques for the
identification and quantification of contaminants in selected food and food
packaging matrices.
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Draft proposal for the application to an EU Horizon
Programme on the topic of blockchain “Proposal for the use
of an open Blockchain to ensure conformity assessment
documents traceability in the international market”.

Data  management, Robotisation  and
automation, The sustainable future of your lab

Projects and grants
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News from the Members

EUROLAB-CZ News

Testing of expansion joints

The Technical and Test Institute for Construction Prague (SOE), a member of EUROLAB-
CZ, has been performing tests on expansion joints for over two decades using its own
laboratory. This facility is equipped to test various types of expansion joints, including
nosing, mat, cantilever, and modular designs. In the past, all tests were performed
according to national regulation. However, with the adoption of the ETAG 032 series for
expansion joints, and subsequently the European Assessment Document (EAD), the
national regulation was changed accordingly. Presently, all mandatory tests are performed
according to the relevant EAD.

The laboratory is capable to perform tests of nosing expansion joints, mat expansion joints,
cantilever expansion joints and modular expansion joints. For instance, their testing
machinery can execute fatigue tests on samples of varying sizes — extending to large
dimensions — with frequencies starting at 0.5 Hz. The upper level is not limited; it depends
on the type and size of the sample and the customers' requirements. To date, the highest
frequency achieved in an experimental setting is 10 Hz. The same applies to Movement
capacity, Watertightness and Skid resistance tests.



The result of our investment brings lot of information for their business partners and for their
clients, which increases information about the final product. All this with the aim to increase
quality of production and safety on roads and bridges.

Contact: Roman Ondruska, ondruska@tzus.cz, Mobile: 00420 734 432 065

70th anniversary of TZUS Prague, SOE

In 2023, the Technical and Test Institute for Construction Prague (TZUS), SOE, a key
member of EUROLAB-CZ and the foremost testing and conformity assessment body for
construction products in the Czech Republic, commemorates its 70th anniversary. To mark
this significant anniversary, a grand gala evening was held in Prague on 21 November. This
prestigious event brought together esteemed customers and distinguished partners from
various organisations and institutions. The evening was a celebration not just of history, but
also of current achievements of TZUS, highlighting both financial successes and
advancements in partnerships. Additionally, the event spotlighted TZUS's expanding
market presence and its latest innovations and developments.

Alexander Safafik-Pstrosz, CEO, safarik@tzus.cz, Mobile: +420 720 312 664

EUROLAB France News

On 19 October, EUROLAB France organised an online half-day technical formation on the
topic of Interlaboratory Comparisons (ILCs). The training aimed to share the point of view
of EUROLAB on all the different aspects of ILCs: requirements, research and organisation,
planning, realisation, results interpretation, corrective actions, etc.

The technical day started with a presentation of the requirements (ILAC and EA) by
COFRAC. Then some members from EUROLAB France and colleagues from RELACRE
(Portugal) shared their experiences and concrete cases. The participants were more than
30 and the event saw a lot of constructive exchanges during the Q&A sessions.

A lot of examples and best practices have been presented, and the ILCs organised by
EUROLAB France and RELACRE have also been promoted. The success of this webinar
could encourage EUROLAB to organise the same kind of activity at the European level in
English in 2024.

Currently the Quality Management Working Group is working on two new items:
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e The necessary human resources for a French laboratory to maintain its
accreditation to 1ISO 17025.

e The possibility to modify environmental constraints (e.g. temperature, humidity) on
tests versus what they bring in terms of precision and uncertainty. This item seems
to be very important for its environmental aspects.

€Ur0|abh™ Lespace de coopération des laboratoires accrédités

EUROLAB Spain News

EUROLAB-Spain, with José Alfonso Mondaray Zafrilla, Area Head of the Official Metrology
Laboratory of Galicia (LOMG), organised a three-day online course titled “Estimation and
Expression of Measurement Uncertainty". The event was very successful, with high-level
speakers and very interested attendees who had the chance to gain theoretical knowledge
and deal with practical cases.

On 14 November, EUROLAB-Spain and ANECPLA (National Association of Environmental
Health Companies) organised in Madrid (Spain) and online the conference “New
challenges for Legionella control. One year after the application of Royal Decree 487/2022,
of 21 June, establishing the health requirements for the prevention and control of
legionellosis”.

The event saw a large number of attendees both in person and online, with renowned
speakers from both official bodies and private companies, as well as laboratories and
groups involved in the subject.

On 14 December, FELAB (Association of Testing, Calibration and Analytical Bodies),
EUROLAB-Spain and AELI (Spanish Association of independent laboratories), with the
collaboration of ENAC (National Accreditation Body), are hosting a free webinar titled
"Guidance for the development of risk analysis in relation to participation in proficiency
exercises for internal calibrations” G-ENAC-25 Rev. 1 October 2023 Series 2. The
registrants are already more than 500.



NLA South Africa News

NLA South Africa has recently updated their corporate brochure, which includes some of
their proud milestones, as well as what they think the lab of the future will entail. Please

read it here.

The NLA-SA is also pleased to announce that the Test & Measurement Conference &
Workshop will take place, in-person, from 16-18 September 2024 in Gauteng, South Africa.
The theme for next year's T&M Conference 2024 is “Laboratories, think outside the box —
The life and times of Lord Kelvin”.

Interested parties can submit an abstract to be presented at the conference. The full Call
for Papers document can be found here.

To submit an abstract, please click here.

Measurement

~~~~~~~~
LABORATORY
ASSOCIATION
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TURKLAB News

The International Conference on Global Recognition of Halal Certificates was
convened in Istanbul, marking a significant milestone in the field of halal certification

The “International Conference on Global Recognition of Halal Certificates” was successfully
hosted in Istanbul on 24 October 2023, highlighting critical discussions on halal certification.
This conference is the second event under the “Raising Awareness on Multilateral/Mutual
Recognition in the context of OIC/SMIIC Halal Standards” project, a collaborative effort
between the Halal Accreditation Agency (HAK) and the Standing Committee for Economic
and Commercial Cooperation of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (COMCEC).

“As OIC member countries, we need to ensure that consumers have reliable access to halal
certified products and facilitate the international trade of these products,” said Zafer Soylu,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of HAK, in his opening speech at the conference. Zafer
Soylu also stated, “With the establishment of the Islamic Forum of Halal Accreditation
Bodies (IFHAB), we will take a very important step to eliminate the necessity of multiple
halal certification for the same product.”

The conference progressed with insightful opening remarks from Riadh Soussi, Deputy
Secretary General of SMIIC, Selcuk Kog, Deputy Director General of COMCEC
Coordination Office, and Dr. Fatih Mehmet Aydin, Deputy Chairman of the Supreme
Council of Religious Affairs. The event featured three diverse sessions, each providing
unique perspectives on halal certification.

The sessions titled “From the Perspective of Public and International Actors”, “From the
Perspective of Halal Conformity Assessment Bodies”, and “From the Perspective of Trade
Actors” offered comprehensive insights. Notably, in the second session “From the
Perspective of Halal Conformity Assessment Bodies”, TURKLAB Vice President Nese
Gunes highlighted the critical need and significance of mutual recognition of halal
certificates, emphasising its importance from the standpoint of certification bodies and
laboratories.

General Metrology and Calibration Webinar

The seminar titled “General Metrology and Calibration”, delivered by Mustafa Bolat of Tlrk
Cimento and coordinated by the TURKLAB Calibration Committee, was conducted on 27
October 2023. The event, exclusive to TURKLAB members, witnessed robust participation.
This seminar, attended by approximately 200 individuals, covered a wide range of topics
including metrological traceability, UME, references, Sl units, and the definition and
significance of calibration. TURKLAB is committed to offering free webinars for our
members throughout the remainder of 2023. The next webinar, titled “Evaluation of
Calibration Certificates”, was scheduled on 22 November 2023.

Evaluation of Calibration Certificates Webinar

Succeeding the “General Metrology and Calibration” webinar, the first in a series of three
awareness training sessions planned for 2023 exclusive to the members, the second
webinar titled “Evaluation of Calibration Certificates” was presented by Gamze Yildirim
Uzunyayla of Taha Giyim - LCW on 22 November 2023. The webinar, which gathered
approximately 200 participants, focused on the essential elements that should be included
in a calibration certificate, in line with the TURKAK Guidance Document R 20-18.

Additionally, the session provided detailed guidance on how to evaluate calibration
certificates for commonly used laboratory devices, such as drying oven; Balloon jug,



Balance, Thermocouple, Temperature-Moisture meter, integrating the decision rule in the
process.

Throughout the webinar, each certificate review was followed by an interactive Q&A
session, addressing specific questions related to the topic.

The positive feedback and expressions of gratitude from the participants indicated that the
webinar successfully achieved its objectives in enhancing awareness and understanding
of certificate control and interpretation, even within its brief duration.

Strategic Planning Workshop

TURKLAB organised the “Strategic Planning Workshop” in Istanbul on 21 October 2023,
witnessing extensive participation from the Board Members. This initiative was aimed at
enhancing services to the members amidst rapidly evolving conditions.

The comprehensive, full-day workshop was expertly moderated by Mr. Berker Telek, a
renowned consultant in the field. Drawing on the survey responses from members, sectoral
data from preliminary preparatory work by the Board of Directors, and participant inputs
during the workshop, a thorough SWOT analysis of the association was conducted. The
workshop also facilitated the review and updating of the Vision, Mission, and Strategic
Goals, aligning them with current and anticipated needs. The focus of the workshop was to
strategise the association's adaptation to significant technological and environmental shifts
globally and domestically, ensuring effective response to the evolving needs of our
members throughout this transformation.

Preparations for the Business Plan are underway, aimed at actualising the Strategic
Targets established through the collective insights and evaluations of the Board of
Directors. Upon completion, the updated vision, mission, and objectives will be shared with
the members.
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TIC Market Trends and
Developments

e Applus+ included in the new IBEX ESG index for investors supporting sustainable
companies.


https://eurolab.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76165137d156f0509c379e841&id=af75cc49b7&e=e8d5282c59

e Bureau Veritas, Kayrros and Optel joined forces to help companies reduce supply
chain-induced deforestation.

e Bureau Veritas acquired IMPACTIVA GROUP S.A., expanding its supply chain
services offer to the footwear and apparel industry.

¢ OAA granted Cotecna Argentina extension of its scope of accreditation in ISO
14001:2015.

e Dekra became partner of the official FIA F1 safety car driver Bernd Maylander.

e Dekra is offering a new sustainability service for small and medium-sized auto
repair businesses.

¢ Kiwa Inspecta and EduTec joined forces enabling welding tests as a single entity.
¢ New member of the Kiwa family: GHMT AG joined Kiwa Deutschland Group.
e SGS surpassed 2023 digital laboratory target ahead of schedule.

e SGS became one of the first certification bodies to offer accredited ISO 22716
certificates.

¢ SOCOTEC UK strengthened position as a leader in remote monitoring and
advanced geospatial solutions with acquisition of IETG and 40SEVEN.

e TUV Rheinland partnered with Texbase for laboratory test data collaboration.
e TUV SUD introduced new standard for low carbon hydrogen and blue hydrogen.

o TUV SUD released the worldwide first certificate for aesthetic products according
to Annex XVI of the Medical Device Regulation (MDR).

e UL Solutions and the Telecommunications Industry Association launched SPIRE
2.0 to enhance smart building performance in cybersecurity, connectivity and
sustainability.

EUROLAB and Stakeholders’ Events

Labsummit® 2024 — early bird fee until 31 December
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labsummit® 2024

Innovating the Future,
One Lab ata Time
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The Labsummit® 2024 is taking place from
16 to 18 May 2024 in Coimbra, Portugal,
jointly organised by RELACRE, ISQ and
Ambidata, with the EUROLAB institutional
support.

Until 31 December 2023, you can benefit
from the early bird fee and get two tickets
for the price of onel

Take advantage of the “Buy 1, Take 2” offer
and bring your colleagues and friends along
to experience the wealth of knowledge,
networking opportunities, and
groundbreaking discussions.

The international event focuses on four distinct pillars - Laboratory, Digital, Productivity,
and Sustainability - which represent the main concerns and challenges faced by laboratory
professionals who are constantly seeking valuable solutions and information to improve the
efficiency, quality, and sustainability of laboratory processes.

Labsummit® will also provide a conducive environment for learning, collaboration, and
innovation in the field of laboratories, encouraging the exchange of ideas and experiences
among participants. The event will feature expert lectures, successful case presentations,
panel discussions, exhibitors, workshops, and networking opportunities.

Register here

e 30 January-1 February 2024: GAS Analysis 2024, Paris (France)

e 29 February 2024: A European Blockchain technology for the use in
accreditation and certification (online) — organised by EA and the European

Commission

e 26-29 August 2024: IMEKO 2024 XXIV World Congress, Hamburg (Germany)

e 16-18 September 2024: Test & Measurement Conference & Workshop, Gauteng

(South Africa)
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