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EUROLAB Newsletter No. 3/2024

Foreword by the EUROLAB President, Mr. Paolo Moscatti

Dear Reader,

As we move into the final months of the year, EUROLAB continues to focus on advancing
the key strategic objectives for our conformity assessment bodies, which contribute greatly
to ensuring the quality and safety of goods, food, the environment and health, contributing

to economic development and safeguarding the well-being of European citizens.

In line with these objectives, our focus on Digitalisation, Sustainability, Accreditation, and
Standardisation continues to evolve. Through the Digitalisation Working Group active
within the Technical Committee for Quality Assurance, we are actively supporting the
digital transition; in this regard, | would like to point out that the document "Guidelines for
the Management of Digitalised Systems in Laboratories Accredited to ISO IEC 17025" has
just been approved for publication; it will soon be available to download free of charge from
the EUROLAB website.


https://www.eurolab.org/

At the same time, one of the persistent challenges we face is harmonising the interpretation
of standards and accreditation practices across Europe. This is where the Accreditation and
Standardisation working group is active. Variations in the way standards are applied by
different national accreditation bodies create inefficiencies that undermine the creation of a
truly unified European market.It is essential that we continue to push for greater
coordination at the European level to address these disparities and facilitate a smoother

accreditation process for laboratories and all Conformity Assessment Bodies.

Looking to the future, EUROLAB, in the interest of all European CABs, will continue to
commit to strengthening its presence in the European quality infrastructure, where we
believe it is essential to bring the contribution of those who operate on the market, in direct
contact with public administrations, businesses and citizens. There can be no quality
infrastructure that does not take into account the voice of the recipients of quality services.
We must work closely with standardization bodies, accreditation bodies, metrology

institutes and all relevant stakeholders to build a stronger and more integrated system.

By working together, each
contributing its expertise and
efforts, we can better support the
competitiveness of industries and
improve the safety and quality of
services and products throughout

Europe.

EUROLAB is dedicated to making
its voice heard and playing its part

in shaping a future where

Conformity Assessment Bodies can
thrive and contribute to a safer,

stronger Europe.



Paolo Moscatti

EUROLAB President

Foreword by the EUROLAB Secretary General, Ms. Laura Martin

Dear Readers,

EUROLAB is approaching the last part of
the year with diverse ongoing initiatives,
collaborative actions and compelling
projects that we've embarked on with
various stakeholders, exploring relevant
fields such as food quality, digitalisation,
and sustainable laboratory practices,

which are crucial for sharing knowledge,
and aligning our efforts with the broader

goals of the laboratory community.

A recent example is the project 23IND13ScreenFood - Metrology for food safety in the
circular economy: targeted and screening methods for contaminants in food and recycled

packaging, funded under the EURAMET Metrology Partnership Program.

An important development in EUROLARB is also the recent restructuring of our Technical
Committee on Quality Assurance (TCQA) and the creation of the different technical



working groups that have been building up their roadmaps and started to focus on specific

issues critical to our community.

Our international outreach continues to expand as demonstrated by our participation in key
global events. Recently, | attended the 5th meeting of the Gulf Committee for Laboratories
in Riyadh, where EUROLAB engaged in discussions aimed at fostering collaboration and
innovation in the lab sector. Additionally, | had the honour of presenting at the Test &
Measurement International Conference 2024, hosted by the National Laboratory
Association—South Africa (NLA-SA). My presentation, "EUROLAB - International
Collaboration towards the Lab of Tomorrow," highlighted the transformative role of
digitalisation and technology in shaping the future of laboratories.

To be kept updated, you can follow us on Linkedln and check our website with all the

latest news, now with a brand new section collecting all editions of our newsletter!

Best regards and enjoy the reading,
Laura Martin,

EUROLAB Secretary General

EUROLAB Highlights

EUROLAB webinar on Mutual Recognition Agreements


https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurolab-aisbl/
https://www.eurolab.org/news
https://www.eurolab.org/newsletter

EUROLAB webinar “Mutual Recognition Agreements on Conformity Assessment and Challenges
Faced by Laboratories in the EU and International Export Markets” was successfully held online on 2
October 2024.

The event brought together numerous participants, including laboratory professionals, policymakers,
and industry stakeholders, to explore the vital role of MRAs in facilitating international trade and the
challenges laboratories face in this complex landscape.

The keynote presentations were delivered by Lucian Cernat, Head of Unit at DG Trade, European
Commission, and Dorina Nati from UNIDO. An insightful discussion panel followed, featuring
industry experts, who shared practical experiences and strategies for overcoming technical and
regulatory challenges faced by laboratories in export markets.

Addressed topics included:

e The role of MRAs in streamlining product approval processes and reducing duplication of
testing and certification.

e The regulatory hurdles and differing standards that laboratories must navigate to comply with
international export requirements.

e Best practices for leveraging MRAs to enhance the competitiveness of laboratories and

facilitate smoother access to global markets.

These key topics raised the interest of participants, leading to fruitful discussions and exchanges during
the Q&A session.

If you missed the event, recordings and materials are available upon registration and if interested, please

contact us at info@eurolab.org.



mailto:info@eurolab.org

Meeting of the Gulf Committee for Laboratories in Riyadh

On September 18 EUROLAB, represented by its Secretary General, Laura Martin, took part in the 5th
Meeting of the Gulf Committee for Laboratories (GCCLAB) held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. The
workshop, organized by the Gulf Standardization Organization (GSO), was an important platform for
strengthening international cooperation between EUROLAB and GCCLAB.

During the workshop, Laura Martin presented an overview of EUROLAB’s structure, its collaboration
with national and regional organizations, as well as its role in supporting public and private laboratories
across Europe. The discussions focused on identifying opportunities to enhance the role of laboratories

in the region and establishing a comprehensive action plan for activating the work of the GCCLAB.

The event also provided an opportunity to explore future cooperation between GSO, GCCLAB, and
EUROLAB. Both organizations agreed to continue fostering collaboration and to align their efforts in

advancing laboratory practices and mutual recognition frameworks.

EUROLAB looks forward to continued engagement and future joint initiatives with GSO and GCCLAB

to support laboratories and further strengthen the global laboratory network.



EUROLAB - Observer Member of EQIN

In June EUROLAB was given an Observer Member status in the European Quality Infrastructure

Network, representing the testing and conformity assessment sector.

On 7 March CEN, CENELEC, EA, EURAMET, WELMEC signed a Memorandum of Understanding
to create European QI Network. The signatories committed to pooling their expertise in the fields of
metrology, standardization, accreditation, conformity assessment and market surveillance to support
and enhance the quality, safety and environmental soundness of goods, services, and processes.

EUROLAB is the first organisation to be accepted in EQIN as an Observer Member and we look forward

to valuable opportunities to engage with the network and contribute to the collective goals.




EUROLAB Chairmanship of the CAB College

On 2 October 2024, EUROLAB Vice-President, Alexander Safafik-Pstrosz got elected as the Chairman
of the CAB College.

The CAB College is a joint committee composed of a delegation of conformity assessment bodies

representatives and it is part of the European Accreditation Advisory Board (EAAB).

23IND13 ScreenFood

The three-year European research project "Metrology for Food Safety in the Circular Economy:
Targeting and Screening Methods for Contaminants in Food and Recycled Packaging" - "ScreenFood",
in which EUROLAB is involved as a partner, started on June 1, 2024.

Coordinated by INRIM, ScreenFood includes a consortium of 23 beneficiaries and it is funded through
the Metrology Partnership Research and Innovation actions by EURAMET e.V. and will span three
years, from June 1, 2024, to May 31, 2027.

Safeguarding consumers from potential harm caused by food contamination is of paramount importance
to ensure food safety. The focus on safety is a central priority for European Commission lawmakers.
Furthermore, as outlined in the EU circular economy action plan, the development of a sustainable food
system is a critical objective. In order to ensure a high level of food safety throughout the entire
production and distribution process, it is crucial to improve and harmonize analytical methods for
quantifying contaminants. As part of the project, reference methods and reference materials for the
quantification of contaminants in food and food packaging are being developed with special

consideration of secondary materials. Since the launch of the project partners have stated working



closely together on reaching the projects’ outputs, with EUROLAB leading the communications and

dissemination planning.

The project website and LinkedIn page will be soon available, follow-us for all recent updates and news.

SCRZZINFOGD

International Metrology Congress 2025 - Full Program release

EUROLAB is proud to be part of the CIM — International Metrology Congress 2025, organized by the
College Frangais de Métrologie (CFM), which will be held in Lyon, France, from 11 - 14 March 2025
alongside the Global Industry Trade Show.

EUROLAB, represented by Secretary General Laura Martin, is actively involved in the Organising
Committee, convening a roundtable “Metrologist: an endangered species?” focusing on the evolving

role of metrologists in the digital era.

This event will bring together industrialists, researchers, and national metrology institutes for over 200
innovative and technical presentations, round tables, workshops, and a dynamic exhibition. Key topics,
including Digitalisation, Industry 4.0, and Sustainability, will be discussed under the theme of “New

Metrology for a Sustainable Industry and Society.”



You can access the newly released, complete program of the event here.

TIONAL METROLOGY CONGRESS

2025 LY ON

GLOBAL
INDUSTRIE

New EUROLAB Guidelines for the Management of Digitalised Systems
in Laboratories Accredited to ISO/IEC 17025 approved for publication

We are pleased to announce that the final draft of the “Guidelines for the Management of Digitalised
Systems in Laboratories Accredited to ISO/IEC17025” has been presented and approved for publication
during the last EUROLAB TCQA meeting on 30 September 2024.

These guidelines, developed by EUROLAB in collaboration with experts from across the laboratory
and accreditation sectors, provide practical recommendations for managing digital systems in
laboratories while ensuring compliance with ISO/IEC 17025. They address critical topics such as risk
assessment, data security, system validation, and the use of digital technologies to improve efficiency

and accuracy.

The document will be made available on our website.

eurolab



https://www.cim-metrology.org/en/program-2025?day=11
https://www.eurolab.org/

EUROLAB TCQA Working Groups

EUROLAB Technical Committee on Quality Assurance (TCQA) is actively working on key initiatives
through its four dedicated Working Groups, which are open to all EUROLAB members, stakeholders,
and external experts. These WGs cover critical topics:

e Accreditation & Standardisation, focusing on accreditation needs for emerging legislations,

standards revisions, and cooperation with national accreditation and standardisation bodies.

e Sustainability, tackling essential topics such as energy efficiency, resource management,
sustainability reporting, and waste reduction in laboratories.

o Digitalisation, working on future-forward topics such as the Lab of the Future, Digital Test

Certificates, Al and Blockchain integration, and smart digitalisation strategies.

e Cook Books & Technical Reports, overseeing the drafting, review, and publication of
EUROLAB Cook Books and technical reports, contributing to the creation of a comprehensive
Labs Library.

We would like to remind you that these Working Groups are open to everyone, and we welcome your
involvement! If you’re interested in joining or would like more information, please reach out to us at

info@eurolab.org.

News from the Members


mailto:info@eurolab.org

ASSOTIC (Eurolab Italy) and EURACHEM Italy News

A renewed commitment to the quality of measurement at the XXVIII National

Congress of the Italian Chemical Society

ASSOTIC (EUROLAB Italy), represented by the director Eng. Claudio Raponi, and
EURACHEM lItalia, represented by Dr. Emanuela Gregori and Marina Patriarca,
participated together in the XXVIII National Congress of the Italian Chemical Society,
demonstrating their commitment to promoting excellence in the world of laboratories and
analytical chemistry. As a supporting sponsor of the event, they had the opportunity to

highlight their key role in the industry and strengthen representation at the European level.

The Congress, attended by more than 2,000 industry professionals, was an important
opportunity to discuss recent developments in measurement systems, calibration and

measurement Uncertainty management.

During the Congress, they discussed and shared best practices and recent developments in
the field of chemical analysis; in particular challenges and opportunities related to
calibration and measurement uncertainty, crucial aspects for the reliability and accuracy

of chemical analysis were highlighted.

In addition, thanks to ASSOTIC's participation, the associations have been able to collect
and make available on their websites the abstracts of all the papers presented during the
Congress. This material will be invaluable to professionals in the field who wish to learn

more about the topics covered and stay up-to-date on the latest developments.



For more details visit the following links: EUROLAB aisbl, EURACHEM ltaly,
ASSOTIC.

ASSOTIC continues to work to strengthen the quality of measurements and support

progress in analytical chemistry, and their commitment to the Congress is just one of the

many initiatives ASSOTIC undertakes to support our members.

RELACRE News

The 2nd Iberian Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) Conference (6th NDT Portuguese
Conference and 15th NDT Spanish Congress), Valladolid, 19-21 June 2024


http://www.eurolab.org/
https://www.iss.it/eurachem-chi-siamo
http://www.assotic.it/

The Portuguese Society of NDT (FSEND-RELACRE) organized together with AEND
(Asociacion Espafiola de Ensayos NoDestructivos) the 2nd Iberian Conference on Non-
Destructive Testing, 19 to 21 June 2024 in Valladolid, Spain.

This idea of a joint Conference results from the close collaboration between the two
National NDT Societies, which has been developing increasingly, particularly in
Certification of Non-Destructive Testing (NDT) Technicians and within the scope of the
European Federation for NDT (EFNDT).

The support given by AEND, namely by its previous President (current President of
EFNDT) Fermin Gomez Fraile in organizing the 13th European NDT Conference in
Lisbon, in July 2023, was invaluable and further strengthened the ties that unite the two

associations.

The presentations were more than 70.

The total number of participants was 283.

The exhibition area occupied 42 stand modules of 9m2 each.

Important part of the event was the rich entertainment component, including:

e Organ concert at Valladolid Cathedral

o Inauguration Cocktail — Pasaje Gutierrez

o Wine selection - Bodega "Convento deOreja™

o Gala Dinner — Monasterio de Santa Maria deValbuena

o Closing Cocktail — Jardines Feria Valladolid



1st anniversary of the VVoice Leadership Initiative

On 27 September, the Jeronimo Martins auditorium was packed for the first anniversary

ceremony of the VOICE Leadership Initiative.

The event focused on the challenges and achievements of the past year, bringing together
a wide range of mentors and SMEs, showing the impact of the initiative and setting
ambitious goals for the future. With 3,000 applications, 1,250 SMEs selected, over 400
certified mentors and more than 20 partners in six areas, the initiative has made significant

strides.

Looking to the future, the VOICE programme aims to reach 5,000 SMEs by 2026 and
contribute 2% to GDP.

The event was attended by Dr. Carla Estevens - RELACRE's Finance Director - to
formalise the continuity of our partnership int he VOICE Leadership Programme.



It was a busy morning, full of emotions and from which RELACRE representatives left

with an extra mile of motivation to go even further in the second edition!

ICELAB News

Over the past few months, ICELAB has been actively engaging its members despite the
usual summer slowdown. In September, its Board meeting was held, and a new board was
elected. Gudrin Eva Johannsdottirwas appointed as Chairperson, with Finnbogi Oskarsson
designated as the Eurachem contact, and Elin Asgeirsdottir as the EUROLAB contact. Elin
will represent ICELAB at the upcoming National Members’ Meeting in Athens,
Greece.Other elected board members include Halla Halldorsdottir and Kristmann

Gislason.

Among the key activities, [CELAB recently organized a visit to Matis, Iceland’s National
Reference Laboratory, where members had the opportunity to explore best practices and



engage in discussions on laboratory advancements. These visits are essential in fostering

collaboration and knowledge exchange within ICELAB.

Looking ahead, ICELAB is planning a new event in early 2025, where members will visit
another laboratory within the network. These visits are a cornerstone of ICELAB’s
strategy to enhance cooperation among smaller laboratories, which often rely on
collaboration to address key topics like procedure validation, calibration validation, and

sustainability in labs.

ICELAB members have expressed great interest in further training on ISO 17025. In
response, the Board is planning to organize a comprehensive presentation on the standard

this winter, ensuring that members remain aligned with evolving international standards.

EUROLAB-CZ News

Microplastics from industrial washing



The Textile Testing Institute (TZU), a member of EUROLAB-CZ, is now expanding its
service to include testing of microplastics from textile sources. New internationally
recognized standard was issued EN 1SO4484-1, for measurement of microplastics released
from textiles during washing. The standard describes a gravimetrical method of
determination of material loss from fabrics during accelerated laundering process. The

ratio of the mass of the material loss by the test specimen mass is the result of this testing.

TZU has also included industrial washing procedures according to the EN 1SO 15797
standard among its activities. This specifies the test procedures and equipment that can be
used in the assessment of work clothes (including, where appropriate, some PPE garments)
intended for industrial washing. It serves as a basis for testing relevant properties such as
dimensional stability, colour characteristics, creasing, seam puckering,pilling and visual

aspects in general.

TZU is preparing to link both methods, i.e. equipping a standard industrial washing

machine with the ability to capture microplastics during industrial washing of real

products.

Contact: Markéta Hrubanova; e-mail: hrubanova@tzu.cz, phone: +420 543 426 730



mailto:hrubanova@tzu.cz

Testing of the fire protection coverings in PAVUS

The Fire testing laboratory PAVUS, a.s., member of EUROLAB-CZ and TZUS GROUP,
located in Veseli nad Luznici, Czechia newly provides testing of the fire protection

coverings according to EN 14135 (Coverings - Determination of fire protection ability).

The fire protection performance marked ,,K* is the ability of the wall or ceiling cladding
to protect the construction materials against ignition, charring and other damage for a

specified period.

The specimen of minimum dimension of 2,4 m x 2,4 m is subjected to the standard fire
curve according to EN 1363-1. The chipboard with a nominal density of (680 + 50) kg/m3
and a thickness of (19 £2) mm is usually used as the reference substrate (other standard
substrates are included in prEN 14135:2023). The removal of the specimen from the
furnace along with its immediate extinguishing is performed right after the required
classification period. Classification time is 10 (K1 or K2), 30 or 60 min (K2).

Observations:

o Temperature rise on individual thermocouples (the fire exposed side of the
substrate, the underside of the substrate - in case of cavities, max. allowed temp.
rise 270°C);

o occurrence of cracks or other damage;

o ignition or leakage of the flammable gases that visibly ignite;

» falling off/ loosening of the cladding or parts thereof - direct exposure of the
substrate to fire;

o damage assessment - extent (area, depth, volume estimate) of damaged substrate

material (burning, charring, shrinkage, melting, etc.).



Figure 3 - test specimen after extinguishing

Contact: Jan Tripes, E-mail: tripes@pavus.cz, Phone: +420 607 774 395

Fenelab News

5th Fenelab Inspiration Day


mailto:tripes@pavus.cz

On October 1, 2024, Fenelab organized an Inspiration Day. With 100 people Fenelab

thought about how Al, data and drones could be used in laboratories.

Former skater and entrepreneur Ben van der Burg gave an inspiring lecture about
Innovation with Intelligence. Subsequently, a number of laboratories presented how they

use Al, drones and data in daily practice.

The aim of the day was to inspire laboratory workers. It became clear from the responses

that this goal has been amply achieved.

TURKLAB News

TURKLAB participated in 2024 annual meeting of the TUBITAK National
Metrology Institute (UME) Advisory Board.



The Advisory Board meeting organized annually by the TUBITAK National Metrology
Institute (UME) was held on September 19, 2024 this year, and was attended by the Vice
President of the Board of Directors, Ms. Nese Giines, representing TURKLAB as a
sectoral association. The meeting was held interactively with the participation of
approximately 100 representatives from Conformity Assessment Stakeholders,University
Representatives, Public Representatives, Private Sector Organizations, UME personnel

and various NGOs.

TUBITAK UME Director Mr. Mustafa Cetintas presented the 2023 activity report. In the
presentation, the European Union Projects carried out during the year, consultancy support
provided to the Turkic States, realized and planned investments, quality infrastructure
activities, R&D and production activity plans for national reference materials were

explained in detail.

In addition, the meeting, which was of a decisive nature in terms of reviewing the plans
and targets of TUBITAK UME, one of the important elements of the country's Quality
Infrastructure, also discussed the development of UME's relations and coordination with
other organizations, the operation of the measurement and calibration system across the

country, and the work and investment issues expected from UME in terms of assuming a

more effective role in it's operations. After the meeting, the Advisory Board Members
made a technical visit to TUBITAK UME laboratories.




NLA-SA News

The Test & Measurement Conference 2024 took place from the 16th to the 18th of
September and was presented as the first in-person conference since 2019. The NLA
adapted well to the challenges brought about since COVID-19 by offering the conference
on-line, as a hybrid and half day workshops, however feedback from delegates was that an

in-person conference is still the preferred format.

Our regular plenary sessions took place in the morning and then delegates broke away into
two parallel streams, one focusing on calibration topics and the other on predominantly
testing topics. In all, we had 47 presentations and were pleased to have about 250

registrations for the conference.

Looking at the presentations made, we were pleased to have many interesting and
educational topics presented. The questions after the presentations were of a high standard
and attendees were able to interact with the speakers afterwards. We were delighted to
have Laura Martin, EUROLAB’s Secretary General, deliver an on-line presentation on

international collaboration towards the Lab of tomorrow.

The 15 exhibitors were also pleased to have the opportunity to mix with their customers

and showcase their latest products.

Our theme was “Think outside the box” with reference to laboratory work and many of
the papers addressed this topic in some way and showed that with a bit of thought and

experimenting, solutions to problem measurements could be found. This related not only



to the technical issues but also to administration and effective personnel utilisation in the

laboratory.

In conclusion, the conference was well received and we will continue to add value to our

members and the laboratory community in the future.

IAF and ILAC merger

The International Accreditation Forum (IAF) and International Laboratory Accreditation
Cooperation (ILAC) merged into a new, single organization called the Global
Accreditation Cooperation, or GLOBAC.



The historic first meeting to establish GLOBAC was held on Wednesday, 9 October 2024
following the conclusion of the IAF ILAC Joint General Assembly.

The official GLOBAC website will be launched soon.

TIC Market Trends and Developments

e Applus+ recognised in TIME and Statista's 2024 rankin gof World's Most Sustainable
Companies.

e Bureau Veritas distinguished third most transparent company at the 2024 Transparency
Awards.

e Bureau Veritas Buildings & climate: decarbonization and resilience. BV’s Whitepaper is
available.

e Cotecna acquires Hangzhou Jianchuang Testing Co., Ltd (HJC).


https://globac.org/
https://www.applus.com/global/en/news/applus+-recognised-in-time-and-statistas-2024-ranking-of-worlds-most-sustainable-companies
https://group.bureauveritas.com/newsroom/bureau-veritas-distinguished-third-most-transparent-company-2024-transparency-awards
https://group.bureauveritas.com/newsroom/buildings-climate-decarbonization-and-resilience-bvs-white-paper-available
https://www.cotecna.com/en/media/news/cotecna-acquires-hangzhou-jianchuang-testing-hjc

Dekra at the 5th World Hydrogen Congress 2024 in Copenhagen, Denmark.

Dekra DEKRAbonization: Green Hydrogen for a Sustainable Industry.

Kiwa Welcomes UNO to Connect by Kiwa platform, Improving Risk Management and
Asset Optimization.

Kiwa has a new member: ET Energie Technologie GmbH.

SGS Earns EcoVadis Gold Rating and FTSE4Good Recognition for Sustainability
Performance.

SGS Ranked Among World's Top 10 Most Sustainable Companies by TIME.

SOCOTEC acquires Impulse Geophysics Ltd to strengthen leadership in the TICC*
market.

TUV Rheinland acquires Safetec Nordic AS.

TUV SUD becomes the world’s first Notified Body for the new Machinery Regulation.

TUV SUD confirms sustainability by testing biogenic carbon content.

UL _Solutions Expands Smoke Detection Sensitivity Testing to Help Manufacturers
Expedite Research and Development in China and East Asia.


https://www.dekra.com/en/hydrogen-expertise-on-the-big-stage/
https://www.dekra.com/en/dekrabonization-green-hydrogen-for-sustainable-industry/
https://www.kiwa.com/en/media/news/kiwa-welcomes-uno-to-connect-by-kiwa/
https://www.kiwa.com/en/media/news/et-energie-technologie-gmbh-joins-kiwa/
https://www.sgs.com/en/news/2024/09/sgs-earns-ecovadis-gold-rating-and-ftse4good-recognition-for-sustainability-performance
https://www.sgs.com/en/news/2024/07/sgs-ranked-among-worlds-top-10-most-sustainable-companies-by-time
https://www.socotec.com/media/news/socotec-acquires-impulse-geophysics-ltd
https://www.tuv.com/press/en/press-releases/tuv-rheinland-acquires-safetec.html
https://www.tuvsud.com/en/press-and-media/2024/september/tuev-sued-becomes-the-worlds-first-notified-body-for-the-new-machinery-regulation
https://www.tuvsud.com/en/press-and-media/2023/december/tuev-sued-introduces-new-standard-for-low-carbon-hydrogen-and-blue-hydrogen
https://www.ul.com/news/ul-solutions-expands-smoke-detection-sensitivity-testing-help-manufacturers-expedite-research

e UL Solutions Debuts Portable Generator Laboratory in North America, Helping Prevent
Carbon Monoxide Poisoning.

EUROLAB and Stakeholders’ Events

EUROLAB National Members’ Meeting

EUROLAB’s National Members' Meeting 2024 will be held on 17-18 October in Athens,
Greece, kindly hosted by HellasLab. This event will bring together EUROLAB members

from across Europe for two days of engaging discussions, collaboration,and networking.

This gathering will address key topics related to laboratory accreditation, quality
assurance, and EUROLAB's future strategies. It will also offer members the chance to

strengthen relationships and exchange insights within the EUROLAB community.

The meeting, taking place in the historic city of Athens, is offering participants the
opportunity to explore the cultural treasures of one of the world’s oldest cities.

Hosted by

National Members’
Meeting @= HellasLab

& Accompanying Events

17-18 October 2024
Athens, Greece

eurolab



https://www.ul.com/news/ul-solutions-debuts-portable-generator-laboratory-north-america-helping-prevent-carbon

DG TRADE discussion session dedicated to CETA Protocol

As part of ongoing discussions with Canada and other trading partners, the European
Commission DG TRADE is actively working to enhance the implementation and

expansion of the Protocol on the mutual acceptance of the results of conformity assessment

(CETA Protocol), supported by the European Accreditation (EA) and Standards Council

of Canada (SCC). This effort aims to reduce costs for EU businesses importing to Canada
and create new opportunities for EU conformity assessment bodies, whether they are

already certifying or planning to certify for the Canadian market.

DG TRADE is looking into organizing a dedicated session with interested EU conformity
assessment bodies (CABS) to discuss current and future opportunities under the protocol.
This session could also provide an overview of the process for CABs interested in seeking
recognition to carry out conformity assessments according to Canadian legislative

requirements for the Canadian market.

If you are interested in taking part in this session, contact Mr. Bojan Pavlek at

bojan.pavlek@ec.europa.eu by the end of October.

European
Commission

RELACRE Online Workshop


https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/single-market-compliance-space/notified-bodies/ceta-protocol
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/single-market-compliance-space/notified-bodies/ceta-protocol
mailto:bojan.pavlek@ec.europa.eu

Water Sampling for Legionella Analysis in a Range of Water Types, including

Human Drinking Water

24 October 2024

All those who work in the urban or industrial water supply cycle and who have
responsibilities in the area of water quality control and assurance, in particular water
sampling technicians, directors,laboratory supervisors and technicians, quality managers
at management bodies, managers and technicians in the area of public health, and anyone
interested in deepening their knowledge in the new ERSAR Recommendation no. 01/2024

-Procedure for sampling water for human consumption in water supply systems.

Bacteria of the Legionella genus is found in natural and artificial aquatic environments,
such as heat transfer equipment associated with heating, ventilation and air conditioning
systems or air treatment units, systems that use water for therapeutic or recreational
purposes, building hot water networks, sprinkler irrigation or cooling systems, ornamental

fountains or other water aerosol generators with a temperature between 20°C and 45°C.

Exposure to this bacterium can cause a respiratory infection called Legionnaires' disease,
a form of pneumonia. Transmission occurs by inhaling droplets of contaminated water or

aerosols that carry the bacteria to the lungs, where it causes infection.

To monitor the presence of Legionella in this equipment and water systems, assess the

effectiveness of the treatment processes and contribute to epidemiological research, it is



necessary to take representative samples of the water and/or biofilm in the different

locations,which should allow the respective analyses to be carried out.

RELACRE hopes to empower participants with the knowledge to implement and manage
monitoring plans, including the appropriate selection of representative sampling points,
based on a prior risk assessment,and in accordance with the requirements of Dispatch
1547/2022.

Information and registration to the event can be found here.

9th National SPMet Meeting

25 October 2024, Porto

The 9th National Meeting, ‘Metrology for Sustainability’, which is being organised by
SPMet - Sociedade Portuguesa deMetrologia, RELACRE - Association of Accredited


https://www.relacre.pt/pt/mediaevents/page/1/event/105

Laboratories of Portugal and ISEP - Instituto Superior de Engenharia do Porto, which will
take place on 25 October 2024 at the ISEP - Vitor Santos Auditorium in Porto.

Traditionally, the theme chosen by SPMet for its National Meeting the current year's
World Metrology Day. Metrology for Sustainability’ is a highly topical subject, given the
countless measurement opportunities that contribute to the establishment of a sustainable
global economy and environment. In fact, it is Metrology that ensures the support of all
decisions based on data and which make it possible to establish sustainability policies.By
ensuring accurate measurements in the most varied aspects of sustainability,it enables
organisations, governments and individuals to make informed choices and thus contribute

to a more sustainable future.

The SPMet National Meeting is scientific in character and the Organising Committee aims
to stimulate the dissemination of themes relevant to organisations, institutions and

individuals in the field of Metrology.

SPMet is committed to promote the study,development and dissemination of Metrology,
contributing to the expansion of teaching in this field, stimulating scientific research and
the dissemination of knowledge, promote the release of publications, establish relations
with national and international scientific societies, encouraging national participation in

international congresses and promoting the organisation of scientific meetings in Portugal.

Information and registration to the event can be found here.


http://www.spmet.pt/encontro9.html

9.9 Encontro Nacional da SPMet

METROLOGIA PARA A Qoa
SUSTENTABILIDADE >

RELACRE Workshop

“Decision Rules and Conformity Assessment - Applications”

27 November 2024

The revision of the ISO/IEC 17025: 2017 standard has introduced new requirements that
apply within the scope of accreditation, one of which involves the application of decision
rules and the need to highlight the support methods applicable to contexts where
measurement results and their uncertainty determine conformity and decision-making. The
approach currently considered appropriate for this assessment has a probabilistic
foundation based on probability tests, which differs from the classical approach (known
as the sum of error and uncertainty), and it is essential to understand the concepts that

support this new perspective.

For all the professionals in laboratories, namely those with accredited tests and
calibrations, and organisations that carry out conformity assessment activities, academic
professionals and professionals whose activity involves measurement processes for

decision-making purposes.



RELACRE intend to provide a description of the concepts associated with the methods for
applying decision rules in conformity assessment and decision-making processes, as well
as practical examples to help you grasp them. In addition, the aim is to present the
reference guide published by EUROLAB aisbl on the application of decision rules in

laboratories, translated into Portuguese.

The speaker is Alvaro Silva Ribeiro, he has a degree in Physics, a master's degree in
Instrumentation, Industrial Maintenance and Quality, and a PhD in Technological Physics.
He has worked at LNEC since 1992, as Head of the Metrological Quality Centre,
coordinator of the Hydraulic Metrology Laboratory, and Head of Quality Management for
LNEC's laboratories. He was President of RELACRE between 2012 and 2024, and
President of EUROLAB aisbl between 2015 and 2021. He is a member of several
international committees, namely ILAC, EURAMET, IMEKO and Standardisation
Committees. He has more than 250 publications, including papers and articles in
Conferences, Workshops, Symposia and International Journals. His experience in
scientific research is associated with the fields of Metrology, Experimental Physics,

Applied Mathematics and Data Science applied to Civil Engineering.

Information and registration to the event can be found here.



https://www.relacre.pt/pt/mediaevents/page/1/event/169

EURACHEM International Workshop - “Complex Matrices:

Applications, Laboratory Standards and Accreditation”

26-27 May 2025

Eurachem, in cooperation with its Education and Training Working Group, is organizing
an international workshop “Complex Matrices: Applications, Laboratory Standards, and
Accreditation” on 26-27 May 2025 in Bucharest, Romania.

Eurachem’s objective is to establish a system for the international traceability of chemical
measurements and to promote good quality practices. The workshop will be focused on
how Eurachems’ guidance can support the innovations and applications related to the

analysis of complex matrices in various areas of interest.

The workshop is aimed at scientists involved in university research or measurement and
testing performed in the chemical, environmental, clinical, forensic or microbiological
sectors.Representatives of accreditation bodies and metrology institutions, as well as the

technical assessors and customers of laboratory services, are also warmly invited.

Participants are invited to submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations on subjects
related to the theme and sessions of the workshop. Abstracts will be subject to approval
by the Scientific Committee. The workshop program will provide ample opportunity for

discussions and exchange of experiences during working group sessions.

Registration details will be available on the Eurachem website in November 2024.



EURACHEM Training Workshop

Eurachem is preparing a training workshop ‘ISO/IEC17025 and ISO 15189 — Experiences
and challenges of implementing the revised standards’ at the beginning of next year. The
event will be the 5th in a successful series of training workshops in Cyprus. It is tailored
to testing, calibration and medical laboratories, academia, consultants, assessors and
competent authorities in Cyprus and neighbouring countries, other Eurachem member
countries, EUROLAB and EA.

More information will be available soon on the Eurachem website.

A Focus for Analyhcal Chemisfry in Eurcpe

.
| J//\J\}Eurachem

An International Master Class on the implementation of ISO/IEC
17025:2017

10-12 December 2024

Co-organized by EC4LE, AIM and HMD and supported by EUROLAB, this International
Master Class titled “From theory to practice” will on the one hand bring together

laboratory personnel who are responsible for the implementation, maintenance,



improvement and operation of the laboratory management system, with experienced

international trainers.

The intention is to have a very interactive course, with problem-based learning.
Participants will leave with the knowledge and the skills to progress from theory into
practical application and discover the most cost-effective way to adapt the standard to their
organisation. They will also have the opportunity to discuss with the trainers and their

peers the issues they are struggling with.

Information and registration to the event can be found here.

e 21-24 October 2024: Technical Training for Halal Conformity Assessment

Professionals (online)
e 29 October 2024: IMEKO TIC talk “Possible role of blockchain and encryption in

digital transformation of metrology” (online)

e 23-25 October 2024: CROLAB 19th International Conference Laboratory
Competence 2024"" (Brijuni, Croatia)

e 20-21 November 2024: EA General Assembly (Estoril, Portugal)
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