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EUROLAB Newsletter No. 4/2024

Foreword by the EUROLAB President, Mr. Paolo Moscatti

Dear Reader,

In this EUROLAB newsletter, you will find various initiatives and events that have marked
the last months of 2024. However, | would like to take this opportunity to look toward the near
future, specifically this 2025. On April 19, we will celebrate the thirty-fifth anniversary of
EUROLAB’s foundation. Thirty-five years later, we can see how EUROLAB is more active
than ever and has gained significant recognition among stakeholders in the European quality
infrastructure.

This is the result of the constant and admirable work carried out by the many people who,
over the years, representing national associations, have voluntarily offered to EUROLAB the
contribution of their skills, committing themselves to communicate and promote the relevance
of the work of laboratories and other Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABS) to institutional
stakeholders, contributing to the safety of citizens and the competitiveness of businesses.

| believe that all of us—by which | mean all members of our national associations—must be
grateful to these people. We must not let the value they have created dissipate; instead, we
should enhance it by committing ourselves to further developing and strengthening our
federation. Renewed and greater effort is desirable in fostering relationships between the
federation's leadership, as expressed by the Board of Administrators and the Secretariat,
and each national association.

The national associations, members of EUROLAB, perform fundamental and irreplaceable
representation work at the national level—not only by providing services to their members
but also by engaging with accreditation bodies, public administrations, and stakeholders.
These are irreplaceable activities that cannot be delegated to other representatives.


https://www.eurolab.org/

The role of EUROLAB is, of course, to act on the international level, representing
laboratories, inspection, certification bodies, and notified bodies to those institutions
responsible for issuing directives, creating standards, and enacting regulations that will later
need to be applied nationally. The National Associations and EUROLAB constitute two non-
overlapping levels of representation, both fundamental and synergic, which must mutually
reinforce each other.

Closer interaction between national associations and EUROLAB is essential to strengthen
the representation of laboratories and other CABs, highlighting their contribution and working
for the benefit of the quality infrastructure both nationally and at the European level.

An efficient quality infrastructure contributes
to business competitiveness and citizen
safety, enabling environmental monitoring,
food safety control, and the security of
consumer and industrial goods. With these
objectives in mind, we must continue to
make our contribution at both the national
and European levels. This is and will
certainly remain the commitment of
EUROLAB, its National Members and the
laboratories and CABs associated with

them.

Paolo Moscatti
EUROLAB President

Foreword by the EUROLAB Secretary General, Ms. Laura Martin



Dear Readers,

EUROLAB ended 2024 with various
successful actions and projects that we
embarked on during the year. Looking back
at 2024, the identified priorities led us to key
initiatives in relevant fields such as food
quality, digitalisation, sustainability which

are crucial for sharing knowledge, and

aligning our efforts with the broader goals of

the conformity assessment community.

The engagement with key stakeholders and collaboration with our members represent a key
priority in our work plan, joining forces in representing laboratories and other CABs as well
as in bringing our added-value for the development of a sustainable quality infrastructure (QI)
in Europe. In line with our Observer membership in the European QI Network, EUROLAB
took the initiative to create a Task Force bringing together other organisations active in the
conformity assessment fields in Europe.

Moreover, the support for our members continues to grow with the organisation of various
trainings and seminars, such as the very successful event on the recent publication:
Guidelines for Managing Digitalised Systems in Laboratories Accredited to ISO/IEC 17025,
organised at the end of last year.

The new year comes with various ambitious projects, looking towards the enhancement of
EUROLAB representation as well as the further development of its added-value and
dedication in upholding quality and fostering collaboration across borders, reinforcing the
trustworthiness and excellence of European conformity assessment practices worldwide.

To be kept updated, you can follow us on LinkedIn and check our website with all the latest
news, now with a brand new section collecting all editions of our newsletter!

Best regards and enjoy the reading,
Laura Martin,
EUROLAB Secretary General


https://www.linkedin.com/company/eurolab-aisbl/
https://www.eurolab.org/news
https://www.eurolab.org/newsletter

EUROLAB Highlights

EUROLAB New Year Greetings!

EUROLAB wishes all the members, stakeholders and contacts a very Happy New Year,

with lots of health, joy and success!

We look forward to continuing working together to bring our contribution and support to the

conformity assessment community.

EUROLAB webinar on Managing Digitalised Systems in Laboratories

EUROLAB webinar “Guidelines for Managing Digitalised Systems in Laboratories
Accredited to ISO/IEC 17025” was successfully held online on 27 November 2024. This
event was tailored for laboratory professionals interested in understanding the essential

aspects of managing digital systems within the ISO/IEC 17025 framework.

Participants had the opportunity to meet Edouard Salingros, the author of EUROLAB’s
recently published Guidelines, the focus of the webinar. With his extensive expertise, E.
Salingros has developed a comprehensive report to support laboratories in navigating

digitalisation while maintaining compliance with ISO/IEC 17025.

The two-hour webinar included:
e An overview of EUROLAB’s Working Group on Digitalisation
e An in-depth presentation of the Technical Report by Edouard Salingros
o Interactive Q&A and roundtable discussions led by industry experts
This session offered participants practical insights into risk management, compliance, and

good practices in digitalised laboratory environments.

The document is available on our website.


https://www.eurolab.org/pubs-techreports

Management of
digitalised systems in
laboratories accredited
to ISO/IEC 17025:2017

Presentation of the Eurolab Guidelines

Edouard Salingros - University of Liége (Belgium)
2024-11-27 eurojgh .

If you missed the event, recordings and materials are available upon registration and if

interested, please contact us at info@eurolab.org.

EUROLAB National Members' Meeting and Accompanying Events 2024

National Members' Meeting and Accompanying Events 2024 took place on 17-18 October
2024 in Athens (Greece), kindly hosted by our local member Hellaslab.

EUROLAB NMM provided a collaborative platform for members to reflect on recent
achievements and set the course for 2025. Members engaged in insightful
discussions, updates and planning of EUROLAB's strategic priorities, technical outputs and

stakeholders’ engagement at the EU and international level.

The event was also an opportunity to meet our local members’ representatives and

brainstorm new collaboration opportunities.

Once again EUROLAB wishes to thank the entire Hellaslab team for the perfect
organisation of the meetings and social activities! We are looking forward to seeing you at

the next event!

To find out more about the decisions taken and the key topics raised during the meetings
read the highilights here.



mailto:info@eurolab.org
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1onfNTIzmcCGlH4D4CkJq3ct_fux2xv4M/view?usp=sharing

European Quality Infrastructure Network

EUROLAB, represented by President Paolo Moscatti and Secretary General Laura Martin,
participated in the European Quality Infrastructure Network (EQIN) meeting on November

4th after joining as an Observer Member earlier this year.

At this meeting, EQIN also welcomed PROSAFE (Product Safety Forum of Europe) as a
new member, strengthening the network’s expertise in market surveillance and product

safety across the EEA.

As EQIN continues its work to enhance quality infrastructure, EUROLAB is pleased to
support and bring contributions to the key agenda items, including:

e QI support in trade agreements;

o EQIN and digitalisation;

« Strengthening cooperation with the European Commission;



» Enhancing EQIN visibility (name, logo, website).
We are looking forward to collaborating with EQIN’s members to uphold quality standards

across Europe, ensuring safety, trust, and reliability in the marketplace.

EUROLAB at the EA’s 56th General Assembly

Secretary General, Laura Martin, represented EUROLAB at the 56th European co-
operation for Accreditation (EA) General Assembly, hosted by IPAC - Instituto Portugués

de Acreditacao, I.P. in Estoril, Portugal, on 20-21 November.

The event gathered representatives from the accreditation community and various key
stakeholders to discuss important developments in the accreditation sector, foster
collaboration, and build initiatives for developing a sustainable quality Infrastructure across
Europe.

As the representative of the conformity assessment pillar in the European Quality
Infrastructure Network, EUROLAB is actively contributing to these discussions, ensuring
that the sector's needs and perspectives are well-represented in supporting future

accreditation strategies and policies relevant for the Quality Infrastructure.



23IND13 ScreenFood

As a Consortium Partner, EUROLAB extends an invitation to all interested stakeholders to
get involved in activities of the ScreenFood Project.

Stakeholders are key to the success of the project and the effective implementation of its
results. Project stakeholders are invited to:
» Participate in project meetings and workshops, visit NMls for knowledge exchange,
training and discussion of project results;
o Contribute with knowledge, best practices, peer reviews and share industry
perspectives;
o Disseminate project results through their networks and raise awareness;
Support the implementation of the results.
The project will also establish a Stakeholder Committee of 10-15 key stakeholders.
The consortium project partners meeting for the ScreenFood Project will be held on the 12
and 13 of February. Alongside these meetings, the stakeholders’ workshop will be held on

the morning of February 12.



If you're interested in becoming a stakeholder and a potential member of the Stakeholder

Committee, see the project website.

SCRZ=ZNFOOD

EUROLAB TCQA Working Groups

EUROLAB Technical Committee on Quality Assurance (TCQA) is actively working on key

initiatives through its four dedicated Working Groups, which are open to all EUROLAB

members, stakeholders, and external experts. These WGs cover critical topics:

Accreditation & Standardisation, focusing on accreditation needs for emerging
legislations, standards revisions, and cooperation with national accreditation and

standardisation bodies.

Sustainability, tackling essential topics such as energy efficiency, resource

management, sustainability reporting, and waste reduction in laboratories.

Digitalisation, working on future-forward topics such as the Lab of the Future,
Digital Test Certificates, Al and Blockchain integration, and smart digitalisation

strategies.

Cook Books & Technical Reports, overseeing the drafting, review, and publication
of EUROLAB Cook Books and technical reports, contributing to the creation of a

comprehensive Labs Library.

We would like to remind you that these Working Groups are open to everyone, and we

welcome your involvement! If you're interested in joining or would like more information,

please reach out to us at info@eurolab.org.



https://screenfood.eu/stakeholders-platform-registration-open/
mailto:info@eurolab.org

News from the Members

RELACRE News

9th SPMet Meeting 25.10.2024, Porto (ISEP)

The 9th SPMet Meeting focused on the theme ‘Metrology for Sustainability.” The event was
organised jointly by SPMET - Sociedade Portuguesa de Metrologia, RELACRE -
Associacdo de Laboratérios Acreditados de Portugal, and ISEP - Instituto Superior de
Engenharia do Porto. The event took place on 25 October 2024 at ISEP's premises in Porto.

In attendance were 80 participants, 12 Sponsors and 4 Institutional Supporters (ORDEM
DOS ENGENHEIROS, IPQ, IEP and APQ).

There were four guest speakers, four sessions and a round table. The event featured
presentations of 15 scientific papers, covering themes of metrology in Health,

Environment, and Industry, and Development.

The presentations were held by speakers from various universities and different
organisations. The meeting was a smashing success and ended with a round table

discussion on ‘Metrology, Sustainability and Society’.




Signing of the Cooperation Protocol between RELACRE and IPQ

On 14 November 2024, the Protocol of Collaboration in the field of Metrology was signed
as part of the 8th Meeting of the Quality Forum, organized by IPQ - Instituto Portugués da
Qualidade (Portuguese Quality Institute) and RELACRE.

This protocol aims to establish the basis for cooperation between IPQ, I. P. and RELACRE,
to promote initiatives in areas of common interest to the parties, relying on RELACRE's
experience, network and knowledge of available resources, as an interface entity in the field
of metrology, between the public sector and the Portuguese community of entities with
accredited laboratory and conformity assessment activities.
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Instituto Portugués da Cualidade és da (Jpalidade

IPQ President - Jodo Pimentel and RELACRE President - Jorge Serra

EUROLAB Denmark News



The past events in EUROLAB Denmark in the last period have been devoted to a number

of network meetings with specific topics and one member’s meeting in November.

Member’s Meeting

The Member's meeting was held in Nyborg on 14 November with 30+ participants. The
main topics were Proficiency Testing (PT), Interlaboratory Comparison (ILC) and Digital
Calibration Certificates (DCC).

An accredited service provider (Eurofins Miljg A/S) presented on how and when to
participate in the Proficiency Testing program in accordance with ISO 17043. Conditions

and terms of the service were discussed.

In case of a lack of these such services, FORCE Technology presented the solution, in
ILAC P9, of the Interlaboratory comparison approach. The planning, reporting format,
determination and reasoning of test objects, conduction of tests, gathering and presentation
of results were disseminated. The unexpected performance of two laboratories was
observed and corrected by the labs in question. This approach has been accepted by three
NABs. An open discussion on the subject provided good feedback.

The Danish Fundamental Metrology (DFM A/S) presented the digitalization of calibration
certificates as the third subject of the day. A National initiative on DDC has been initiated in
cooperation with a major company. It is inspired by the PTB initiative, but has been
simplified to improve and automatize the data transfer from the calibration laboratory to the
customer database. This work had a higher degree on customer needs. This approach

garnered confusion on whether there will a international standard.

Furthermore, the roadmap for GLOBAC until 2029 was presented. The impact on the labs

was also discussed.



Thematic network meetings

October 2024

November 2024

Working environment in the laboratory

26 February 2025

Accredited Calibration technicalities
Digital Calibration Certificate

February 2025

Sampling of soil
- Training of sampling personnel

- Requirement for sampling

Waste Water and drinking water
- Authorities requirements and

interpretation hereof

Food safety

A new network group regarding testing METAN characteristics has been established. Its

first meeting was held on 14 November 2024. Themes included sampling, validation of

methods and ILC.

Furthermore, EUROLAB Denmark participated in the EUROLAB NMM in Athens on 17-18

October 2024.




EUROLAB-CZ News

Assessment of products made by 3D-print method of concrete

Assessment of 3D-Printed Concrete Products

The 3D-printing method enables the creation of unique and visually appealing concrete
surfaces, driving growing interest in its applications. The Technical and Test Institute of
Construction Prague SOE, a member of EUROLAB-CZ, issued the first national technical
assessment for non-load-bearing garden architecture products, such as seats or pavilions,

created in a single manufacturing step.

Requirements for Non-Load-bearing Products

Requirements for these products are based on local climate conditions and human safety
standards, aligning with those for traditionally cast concrete. However, 3D printing
introduces a unique challenge, ensuring the layered surface does not have sharp edges

that could cause injuries.

Production Control Adaptations
Unlike traditional casting, 3D printing requires specific factory production control (FPC)
measures to ensure proper processing and layer bonding. These measures are critical to

product safety, particularly regarding weather resistance and durability.

Unique Features of 3D Printing
3D-printed products are inherently unique due to minor shape deviations during production.
They also allow for aesthetic innovations, such as varied cement colors and the use of

recycled aggregates, enhancing their visual individuality.

Load-Bearing Applications
For load-bearing uses, assessments will require testing the interaction of the 3D matrix with
reinforcements, ensuring corrosion protection, and verifying static functionality through load

tests.

Information:
Miroslav Prochazka, +420 602 571 445, prochazka@tzus.cz



mailto:prochazka@tzus.cz

Figure 2. Example of a Sizable Product Manufactured Using the 3D-Printing Method



Figure 3. Detail of a Rough Surface on a 3D-Printed Test Specimen

EUROLAB Spain News

During the last quarter of 2024, EUROLAB-Spain organized a course entitled “Estimation
and Expression of Measurement Uncertainty.” The course had over 30 attendees and
hosted two breakfast sessions, the first was held on 1 October with a topical subject,
“Innovation is a Laboratory’s Growth Engine.” The second session, “Unlocking the
unknowns of proficiency testing evaluation” was held on 14 November and was very well
received by the large number of attendees who were able to resolve all their doubts on the

subject.

Looking forward to the spring, EUROLAB-Spain will celebrate the 30th anniversary of the

foundation of our association on 22 May 2025.
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TURKLAB News

TURKLAB 2024: “The Role and Significance of Conformity Assessment in the Global

Economy”

Shaping the Future of the Industry

On 7th November 2024, TURKLAB convened public and private sector representatives
alongside industry professionals for a conference titled “The Role and Significance of
Conformity Assessment in the Global Economy.” The event explored critical themes such
as adherence to global standards in conformity assessment, the importance of conformity
assessment programmes, the impact of digitalisation, and the role of sustainability in

shaping assessment processes.

Advancements in technology, an increasing emphasis on sustainability, and evolving
consumer expectations present both opportunities and challenges for the industry. In light
of these rapidly accelerating developments, new regulatory frameworks and heightened
demands for efficiency, transparency, and trust in global supply chains have prompted swift
changes within the conformity assessment sector. As access to information becomes more
seamless and adaptation timelines for technological innovation shrink, stakeholders must
remain abreast of these developments, align with them, and navigate the simultaneous

threats and opportunities.

The conference, held in person, attracted nearly 200 representatives from the industry.
Prominent figures in the conformity assessment sector delivered crucial insights into the

industry's trajectory during the opening remarks.

Experts from operational fields and academia addressed transformative themes shaping
the industry from diverse perspectives. Speakers highlighted opportunities for accessing
global markets through digitalisation and sustainability in conformity assessment, outlining
the criteria requiring harmonisation. Presentations on successful case studies of voluntary
certification programs—covering areas such as glass, concrete, and fire safety—were
complemented by analytical insights showcasing the industry's contributions to both the
sector and the national economy. These were met with considerable interest from

attendees.



Principal Themes of the Conference:

The discussions centered on the economic impacts of conformity assessment, the role of
standardisation and assessment programs, and examples of industry-specific practices.
Transformative topics such as sustainability, the green transition, and digitalisation were
analyzed in relation to conformity assessment. Additionally, the conference featured a

discussion on data concerning the role of laboratories in facilitating global trade.

During the panel discussion titled “The Future of Conformity Assessment,” speakers
presented digitalisation practices within conformity assessment processes. The discussions
encompassed the global scale of the conformity assessment market, the size of the Turkish
market, and the use of digital tools such as artificial intelligence, the Internet of Things,
blockchain, and machine learning. The panel also addressed the opportunities and threats
associated with international trade, offering a visionary roadmap for the sector's

transformation journey.

The conference concluded that the conformity assessment sector is undergoing rapid
transformation, driven by digitalisation and sustainability, and is poised to adopt a more
dynamic structure aligned with global standards. TURKLAB emphasised the importance of
uniting industry stakeholders under a shared vision and highlighted not only the necessity
of contributing to the establishment of future standards but also the significance of assuming
a leading role in their development.



TIC Market Trends and Developments

¢ Applus+ Strengthens US Presence with Acquisition of Keystone Compliance.
e Applus+ Applus+ Recognised for Excellence in Training.

e Applus+ against climate change: reducing environmental impact. In 2024, Applus+ was
included on the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP)’s ‘A List’ of companies committed to
environmental action and transparency. Additionally, the Financial Times and Statista
recognized the company as one of Europe’s climate leaders.

e Bureau Veritas Ranked Among Top-Performing Companies in the S&P Global Rating
(DJsl).

e Bureau Veritas strengthens its positioning in luxury and fashion through the acquisition of
LBS Group.

e Bureau Veritas enters the CAC 40 Paris stock index. The inclusion of the company in the
CAC 40, the benchmark index of the Paris stock exchange, is a milestone that mark’s the
Group’s consistent operational delivery and performance.



https://www.applus.com/global/en/news/applus-acquires-keystone-compliance-in-united-states
https://www.applus.com/global/en/news/applus+-recognised-for-excellence-in-training
https://www.applus.com/global/en/news/applus+-against-climate-change:-reducing-environmental-impact---
https://www.applus.com/global/en/news/applus+-achieves-cdp-a-score-for-climate-change-transparency-in-2023
https://time.com/collection/worlds-most-sustainable-companies-2024/
https://time.com/collection/worlds-most-sustainable-companies-2024/
https://group.bureauveritas.com/newsroom/bureau-veritas-ranked-among-top-performing-companies-sp-global-rating-djsi
https://group.bureauveritas.com/newsroom/bureau-veritas-strengthens-its-positioning-luxury-and-fashion-through-acquisition-lbs

¢ Cotecna The Importance of Regular Water Testing and Cotecna Philippines Water Testing
Solutions.

¢ Cotecna expands Certification Capabilities to Energy Efficiency in Oman.
e Dekra is Official Referee Partner of the upcoming Handball World Championships.

e Dekra ISEC strengthens its position through the acquisition of camera solutions provider
DEKRA Visatec.

e Kiwa strengthens global presence with key addition of companies in US, UK and China.
e Kiwa Vingotte presents innovations at Sprint Robotics World Conference in Antwerp.

e SGS Named an “Innovator” in ESG and Sustainability Assurance Services.

e SGS Launches Single Source for All ESG Needs.

¢ SOCOTEC Group acquires FOX Certification and gains a foothold in certification in
Germany.

o TUV Rheinland to acquire Bilprovningen in Sweden. A formerly state-owned company,
Bilprovningen is one of the leading companies for vehicle inspections in Sweden.

o TUV SUD acquires all remaining shares in TUV SUD Battery Testing GmbH.

e UL Solutions Recognized as an ESG Services Innovator by Independent Analyst Firm.

EUROLAB and Stakeholders’ Events

My Green Lab unveils next gen. of the My Green Lab Certification (MGLC)

My Green Lab is hosting an event to celebrate the launch of its newly revised program
where they will unveil the next generation of the My Green Lab Certification (MGLC)— My
Green Lab Certification 2.0. The event will take place online, on Thursday Jan 30, at 11am
EST / 8am PST / 4pm UK. The certification is designed to drive impactful and scalable
sustainability improvements and is now available worldwide.

For more information and to join virtually, see the event site.


https://www.cotecna.com/media/news/the-importance-of-regular-water-testing-and-cotecna-philippines-water-testing-solutions/
https://www.cotecna.com/en/media/news/cotecna-expands-certification-capabilities-to-energy-efficiency-in-oman/
https://www.dekra.com/en/dekra-is-official-referee-partner-of-the-upcoming-handball-world-championships/
https://www.dekra.com/en/isec-strengthens-its-position-through-the-acquisition-of-camera-solutions-provider-dekra-visatec/
https://www.kiwa.com/en/media/news/kiwa-strengthens-global-presence/
https://www.kiwa.com/en/media/news/vincotte-attends-sprint-robotics-world-conference-in-antwerp/
https://www.sgs.com/en/news/2024/11/sgs-named-an-innovator-in-esg-and-sustainability-assurance-services
https://www.sgs.com/en/news/2024/12/sgs-launches-single-source-for-all-esg-needs
https://www.socotec.com/media/news/socotec-group-acquires-fox-certification-germany
https://www.tuv.com/press/en/press-releases/tuv-rheinland-acquires-bilprovningen.html
https://www.tuvsud.com/en/press-and-media/2024/november/tuev-sued-acquires-all-remaining-shares-in-tuev-sued-battery-testing-gmbh
https://www.ul.com/news/ul-solutions-recognized-esg-services-innovator-independent-analyst-firm
https://mygreenlab.regfox.com/raising-the-bar-unveiling-my-green-lab-certification-2-0
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Raising the Bar:
Unveiling My Green Lab
Certification 2.0

REGISTER TO JOIN VIRTUALLY

Thu, Jan 30, 2025
(® 11AMEST/8AMPST/4PM UK
© virtual

EUROLAB General Assembly

EUROLAB’s General Assembly will be held on 28-29 April in Copenhagen, Denmark, kindly
hosted by EUROLAB Denmark.



28-29 APRIL 2025

SAVE THE
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CIM 2025 International Metrology Conference

The CIM 2025 Congress is fast approaching, taking place from 11 — 14 March 2025, in
Lyon.

This 22nd edition promises a dynamic 4-day program, featuring parallel sessions tackling
global challenges. 100% in English, with over 200 presentations covering oral and poster
sessions, along with workshops, a short course and a variety of social events, the CIM 2025

will be a hub of cutting-edge discussions and networking opportunities.

The congress will also feature 5 interactive round-table discussions, each addressing

pressing and future-oriented topics in the field of metrology.

As part of the Organising Committee, EUROLAB Secretary General, Laura Martin, is
coordinating the Round-Table on ‘Metrologist: An _endangered species?’, (Friday, 14



https://www.cim-metrology.org/en/program/round-tables

March), which will address key challenges and opportunities with high-level speakers,

focusing on:

Metrology and Calibration Lab Experts' profiles in the digital age
Transitioning today’s metrologists to meet future demands

The impact of digitalization on metrologists’ work

Training and skills required for future metrologists

Addressing labour shortages and bridging the skills gap

Adapting to rapid technological changes through continuous learning

Sharing successful stories and best practices within the field

For further information, registration and full program, visit the event website.

INTERNATIONAL METROLOGY CONGRESS

2025

11 - 14 MARCH

AGRIFOODPLAST 2025 Conference

The AGRIFOODPLAST Conference will be held in Brussels on 8-9 April. It will gather world
class scientists, relevant businesses, industries, and policy makers to share knowledge,
and perspectives and discuss options for safer and more sustainable agrifood systems
concerning the use and management of plastics and their waste. The event will share the
latest scientific findings on plastic, microplastic and plastic chemical additives in food
systems and connect policy makers, European Union Commission officers, and
international representatives of businesses in the plastic, agriculture, fish farming and

fisheries industries. The AGRIFOODPLAST Conference is an initiative from a consortium


https://www.cim-metrology.org/en/

of independent scientists led by NIVA (Norwegian Institute for Water Research) working on

national and European research on plastic and microplastics in agrifood systems.

AGRIFOODPLAST is open to sponsorships from the following sectors:

Scientific equipment producers and distributors
Suppliers of materials for quality assessments
Providers of analyses and quality assurance services
Food producers and distributors

Scientific journal publishers

For more information on the event and sponsorship, visit the conference website.


https://www.agrifoodplast.eu/
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INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC AND POLICY FORUM ON
PLASTIC IN THE AGRIFOOD CHAIN

MICROPLASTICS: THE
SCALE OF THE CHALLENGE
FOR THE AGRI-FOOD CHAIN

AGRIFOODPLAST is an independent research initiative uniting global experts,
businesses, farmers and decision-makers working at the crossroads of plastics
and food.

Plastic plays a vital role in food systems, but its use in agriculture, aquaculture,
and fisheries can result in pollution and potential risks for biota and humans.
This event is an opportunity to discuss the latest research on environmental and
human risks of nano- and microplastics, and plastic-associated chemicals in
food production and packaging, take part in a multi-actor forum of scientists,
practitioners, and policy makers; share your vision on safer and more
sustainable practices, and debate on needed policy developments and
implementation measures.

The opening session on April 8 will provide a unique opportunity to learn
about the outcome of the PAPILLONS’ Horizon 2020 project, the first pan-
European project of its scale related to plastics in agriculture, impacts,
lifecycles & long-term sustainability.

PARTNERS

Nia peeewes CLICK HERE TO
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EURACHEM International Workshop — “Complex Matrices: Applications,

Laboratory Standards and Accreditation”

26-27 May 2025

Eurachem, in cooperation with its Education and Training Working Group, is organizing an
international workshop “Complex Matrices: Applications, Laboratory Standards, and

Accreditation” on 26-27 May 2025 in Bucharest, Romania.

EUROLAB Secretary General Laura Martin will give a presentation on “EUROLAB — a
strategic approach towards the future,” highlighting the current and future strategic
developments in EUROLAB, as well as insights on the EUROLAB actions, projects and

partnerships built around the key pillars of the Lab of the future.

Eurachem’s objective is to establish a system for the international traceability of chemical
measurements and to promote good quality practices. The workshop will be focused on how
Eurachems’ guidance can support the innovations and applications related to the analysis of

complex matrices in various areas of interest.

The workshop is aimed at scientists involved in university research or measurement and
testing performed in the chemical, environmental, clinical, forensic or microbiological sectors.
Representatives of accreditation bodies and metrology institutions, as well as the technical

assessors and customers of laboratory services, are also warmly invited.

Participants are invited to submit abstracts for oral and poster presentations on subjects
related to the theme and sessions of the workshop. Abstracts will be subject to approval by
the Scientific Committee. The workshop program will provide ample opportunity for

discussions and exchange of experiences during working group sessions.

For more information, visit the workshop website.


https://eurachem2025.ro/workshop-2025-program/
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A focus for analytical chemistry in Europe

DG TRADE discussion session dedicated to CETA Protocol

As part of ongoing discussions with Canada and other trading partners, the European
Commission DG TRADE is actively working to enhance the implementation and expansion
of the Protocol on the mutual acceptance of the results of conformity assessment (CETA
Protocol), supported by the European Accreditation (EA) and Standards Council of Canada

(SCC). This effort aims to reduce costs for EU businesses importing to Canada and create
new opportunities for EU conformity assessment bodies, whether they are already certifying
or planning to certify for the Canadian market.

DG TRADE is looking into organizing a dedicated session with interested EU conformity
assessment bodies (CABS) to discuss current and future opportunities under the protocol.
This session could also provide an overview of the process for CABs interested in seeking
recognition to carry out conformity assessments according to Canadian legislative

requirements for the Canadian market.

If you are interested in taking part in this session, contact Mr. Bojan Pavlek at

bojan.pavlek@ec.europa.eu.

European
Commission



https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/single-market-compliance-space/notified-bodies/ceta-protocol
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/single-market-compliance-space/notified-bodies/ceta-protocol
mailto:bojan.pavlek@ec.europa.eu

IMEKO TC8-TC11-TC24 Joint Conference

The IMEKO TC8-TC11-TC24 Joint Conference will take place from 14-17 September 2025
in Torino, Italy. The international conference will gather experts from industry and academia
to cover topics on ‘Traceability in Metrology’ (IMEKO TC8), ‘Measurement in Testing,
Inspection and Certification’ (IMEKO TC11), and ‘Chemical Measurements’ (IMEKO TC24).
Topics addressed by the conference will include: certified reference materials, digitalization
in Traceability, digital twins, quality management and conformity assessment in TIC Sector,
chemical and biochemical sensors, gas analysis for climate change and energy transition,

and chemical metrology.
The organizing committees are looking for proposals for special sessions on new or
emerging topics in Traceability, TIC Sector, and Chemical Measurements. The deadline for

proposals is 15 February.

For more information, see the conference website.


https://imekotorino2025.org/
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CALLfor
Special Sessions

The IMEKO TC8-TC11-TC24 Organizing Committee invites proposals for Special
Sessions on new or emerging topics in Traceability, TIC Sector, and Chemical
Measurements.

The goal of these special sessions is to provide a forum for focused discussions on new
topics or innovative applications of established approaches. A special session could
address a particular theme or consist of work done in some particular international
projects.
— SPECIAL SESSION PROPOSALS
Special Session proposals must contain the following information:
+ Title of the proposed Special Session;
+ Names, affiliations, and contact information of the session organizers:
* Brief biographies of the session organizers;
« Brief description of the proposed session with a list of the related topics.
Papers submitted to special sessions will undergo the same review process as regular
papers.
Special Session Proposals must be submitted through the submission website at
| /fimel in02025.0rg/special 3
Deadline for special session proposal: 15% of February 2025.

Visit the conference website and social pages for each specific call and additional news.
EMAIL (&)

FACEBOOK f

|nfo@1mekotorlno2025 Org fb.com/imekotorino2025




RELACRE Online Workshop

Water Sampling for Legionella Analysis in a Range of Water Types, including Human

Drinking Water

24 October 2024

On October 24, RELACRE hosted an event targeted to those who work in the urban or
industrial water supply cycle and who have responsibilities in the area of water quality
control and assurance. The list of attendees included water sampling technicians, directors,
laboratory supervisors and technicians, quality managers at management bodies,
managers and technicians in public health, as well as anyone else interested in deepening
their knowledge in the new ERSAR Recommendation no. 01/2024 -Procedure for sampling

water for human consumption in water supply systems.

The event discussed the bacteria of the Legionella genus found in natural and artificial
aguatic environments, such as heat transfer equipment associated with heating, ventilation
and air conditioning systems or air treatment units, systems that use water for therapeutic
or recreational purposes, building hot water networks, sprinkler irrigation or cooling
systems, ornamental fountains or other water aerosol generators with a temperature
between 20°C and 45°C.

Exposure to this bacterium can cause a respiratory infection called Legionnaires' disease,
a form of pneumonia. Transmission occurs by inhaling droplets of contaminated water or

aerosols that carry the bacteria to the lungs, where it causes infection.

Furthermore, the speakers stressed that in order to monitor the presence of Legionella in
equipment and water systems, assess the effectiveness of the treatment processes, and
contribute to epidemiological research, it is necessary to take representative samples of the
water and/or biofilm in the different locations, which should allow the respective analyses to

be carried out.

RELACRE empowered participants with the knowledge to implement and manage

monitoring plans, including the appropriate selection of representative sampling points,



based on a prior risk assessment, and in accordance with the requirements of Dispatch
1547/2022.

Information related to the past event can be found here.

9th National SPMet Meeting

25 October 2024, Porto

The 9th National Meeting, ‘Metrology for Sustainability’, was organised by SPMet -
Sociedade Portuguesa deMetrologia, RELACRE - Association of Accredited Laboratories
of Portugal, and ISEP - Instituto Superior de Engenharia do Porto. The event took place on
25 October 2024 at the ISEP - Vitor Santos Auditorium in Porto.

Traditionally, SPMet choses to host its National Meeting on World Metrology Day. Metrology
for Sustainability’ is a highly topical subject, given the countless measurement opportunities
that contribute to the establishment of a sustainable global economy and environment. In
fact, it is metrology that ensures the support of all decisions based on data and which make
it possible to establish sustainability policies. By ensuring accurate measurements in the
most varied aspects of sustainability, it enables organisations, governments and individuals
to make informed choices and thus contribute to a more sustainable future.


https://www.relacre.pt/pt/mediaevents/page/1/event/105

The SPMet National Meeting is scientific in character and the Organising Committee
stimulated the dissemination of themes relevant to organisations, institutions and

individuals in the field of Metrology.

SPMet is committed to promote the study, development, and dissemination of metrology by
contributing to the expansion of teaching in this field, stimulating scientific research and the
dissemination of knowledge, promoting the release of publications, establishing relations
with national and international scientific societies, encouraging national participation in

international congresses, and promoting the organisation of scientific meetings in Portugal.

Information regarding the past event can be found here.

9.9 Encontro Nacional da SPMet

METROLOGIA PARA A
SUSTENTABILIDADE

RELACRE Workshop

“Decision Rules and Conformity Assessment - Applications”

27 November 2024

On November 27, RELACRE hosted a workshop on the revision of the ISO/IEC 17025:
2017. This standard introduced new requirements that apply within the scope of
accreditation, one of which involves the application of decision rules and the need to
highlight the support methods applicable to contexts where measurement results and their
uncertainty determine conformity and decision-making. The approach currently considered
appropriate for this assessment has a probabilistic foundation based on probability tests,
which differs from the classical approach (known as the sum of error and uncertainty). The

event focused on teaching participants the concepts that support this new perspective.


http://www.spmet.pt/encontro9.html

Participants included professionals in laboratories, namely those with accredited tests and
calibrations, organisations that carry out conformity assessment activities, as well as
academic professionals and professionals who are involved in measurement processes for

decision-making purposes.

RELACRE provided a description of the concepts associated with the methods for applying
decision rules in conformity assessment and decision-making processes, as well as
practical examples to help participants. In addition, RELACRE presented the reference
guide published by EUROLAB aisbl on the application of decision rules in laboratories,

translated into Portuguese.

The speaker was Alvaro Silva Ribeiro. He has a degree in Physics, a master's degree in
Instrumentation, Industrial Maintenance and Quality, and a PhD in Technological Physics.
He has worked at LNEC since 1992, as Head of the Metrological Quality Centre, coordinator
of the Hydraulic Metrology Laboratory, and Head of Quality Management for LNEC's
laboratories. He was President of RELACRE between 2012 and 2024, and President of
EUROLAB aisbl between 2015 and 2021. He is a member of several international
committees, namely ILAC, EURAMET, IMEKO and Standardisation Committees. He has
more than 250 publications, including papers and articles in Conferences, Workshops,
Symposia and International Journals. His experience in scientific research is associated
with the fields of Metrology, Experimental Physics, Applied Mathematics and Data Science

applied to Civil Engineering.

Information regarding the past event can be found here.



https://www.relacre.pt/pt/mediaevents/page/1/event/169

EURACHEM Training Workshop

Eurachem is preparing a training workshop ‘ISO/IEC17025 and ISO 15189 — Experiences
and challenges of implementing the revised standards’ at the beginning of next year. The
event will be the 5th in a successful series of training workshops in Cyprus. It is tailored to
testing, calibration and medical laboratories, academia, consultants, assessors and
competent authorities in Cyprus and neighbouring countries, other Eurachem member
countries, EUROLAB and EA.

More information will be available soon on the Eurachem website.

A Focus for Analytcal Chemistry in Europe
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An International Master Class on the implementation of ISO/IEC
17025:2017

10-12 December 2024

Co-organized by ECALE, AIM and HMD and supported by EUROLAB, the International
Master Class, “From theory to practice,” brought together laboratory personnel who are
responsible for the implementation, maintenance, improvement and operation of the

laboratory management system, with experienced international trainers.

The course was interactive and incorporated problem-based learning. Participants left the
course with the knowledge and the skills to progress from theory into practical application
and discovered the most cost-effective way to adapt the standard to their organisation. They
also had the opportunity to discuss issues they were struggling with and shared with trainers

and their peers.


https://www.eurachem.org/

EUROLARB is delighted to support such training initiatives and to contribute to the activities
of the National Member Associations. We thank the Croatian Metrology Society (HMD) for
inviting Laura Martin to provide the latest updates on EUROLAB projects, technical working
groups and initiatives during the master class. We look forward to collaborating on future

trainings opportunities which are of great added value for our community.

e 30 January 2025: My Green Lab unveils next gen. of the MyGreen Lab Certification
(MGLC) (online)

e 8-9 April 2025: AGRIFOODPLAST 2025 Conference (Brussels, Belgium)

e 21-22 May 2025: EA General Assembly (Istanbul, Turkey)

e 26-27 May 2025: EURACHEM International Workshop — “Complex Matrices: Applications,

Laboratory Standards and Accreditation” (Bucharest, Romania)
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