Newsbriefing No. 2/2020
Dear EUROLAB members,

|l nsi de 1l | < Please find below the second EUROLAB newsbriefing of 2020 with
information regarding the actions carried out by EUROLAB and de-

2 velopments relevant to the Laboratory community.

Ml FUROLAB celebrated its 30th anniversary in 27th of April, in unex-
ected and unique times. In this moment, on behalf of the EURO-
AB community, | would like to express our gratitude to all profes-

sionals and persons that are in the front-line resisting and fighting this disease,

fdoing their best to overcome this critical challenge for mankind.
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pectations of the community.

and Innovation.

Thank you for your time and keep safe and healthy!
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EUROLAB President

Alvaro Silva Ribeiro

Contact det

EUROLAB Secretariat
Rue du Commerce 20-22

B-1000, Belgium

Tel.: + 322274 07 12
Fax: + 32 2 502 50 47
E-mail: info@eurolab.org
Website:
http://www.eurolab.or
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In the present days, testing has become a widespread word. This brings the op-
portunity to remember that testing is what Laboratories do every day, using
scientific knowledge, competence and technology in order to assure safety and
the quality of goods and services to all of us and to the market, from healthcare
to medical devices, from agriculture to water and food industry, from energy to

These are challenging times for laboratories and for EUROLAB, requiring to
idapt to new circumstances regarding performing activities, connecting people

nd providing capacity building through digital channels. EUROLARB is already
working to follow these new trends and will promote the use of digital tools to
increase the link with our members, hoping to contribute to the needs and ex-

EUROLAB is a European project created in 1990 to network laboratories. Today
we are proud to represent and voice more than 9 000 laboratories and 150 000
high skilled professionals of the large community of Laboratories in Europe,
believing that Laboratories are key to develop a better future based on Quality
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Fire safety engineering:
a useful tool also for
evaluating the fire per-

formance of products

Associazione Laboratori e Organismi
di Certificazione e Ispezione

CS, an IMQ Groub Com- | —

pany, is developing Fire
Safety Engineering services.

The service makes extensive use of analytical
and numerical models, some of which are deve-
loped internally, intended for evaluating the fire
performance of products.

Thanks to the expe-
rience gained in testing,
and the knowledge ac-
quired on the products,
CSI can be a reliable
partner of companies
that develop products
with characteristics of
Fire Resistance and
Reaction to fire.

The approach does not
also exclude the use of
experimental activity
which involves the use
of test benches from
the CSI laboratories
which have a large list
of accredited tests and
technicians with proven experience.

Where product certification is present, it is also
possible to assist companies in the process of
certification through test plans aimed at cove-
ring the many construction variants envisaged
for the product.

This activity, partly regulated at the normative
level in the CEN TC 127 technical committee, al-
lows, in many cases, to evaluate the impact on
fire performance of the products following modi-
fications made without resorting to experimenta-
tion.

WWW.Csi-spa.com - info@csi-spa.com

Ambiente spa designs and develops the first
Circular economy project management system
certified by Bureau Veritas in Europe

Circular Economy has become an essential asset
for all Organizations that promote environmental
sustainability and who still want to maintain
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competitiveness in the current market. In the
context of the European Green Deal, the taxono-
my for sustainable investments (EU Regulation
2020/852 18th June 2020) identifies the transi-
tion towards a circular economy amongst the six
key objectives for identifying an economic activi-
ty as sustainable from the environmental point of
view.

According to Patrizia Vianello, founder of am-
biente spa: "Putting in place a transition of the
ways for producing towards the circular econo-
my is certainly a driving force for business deve-
lopments; we strongly believe that in order to
embark on this path it is necessary to have effec-
tive and transparent technical tools for all the
stakeholders ". For this reason, 3 years ago, from
an intuition of Dr. Vianello herself, a Working
Group dedicated to the circular economy was
created in Ambiente spa.

Ambiente spa’s Circular Economy Working
Group constantly collaborates with the main sec-
toral Italian institutional entities (UNI, ICESP, etc.)
and has developed a proprietary protocol for
measuring the circularity of an Organization ba-
sed on the international standard BS8001: 2017
(Framework for implementing the principles of
the circular economy in organizations). Based on
this protocol, it is possible for ambiente spa Part-
ners to prepare a Circularity Report able to de-
monstrate to third parties their commitment in
the transition towards the Circular Economy for
a specific Project or for the entire Organization.
Some of the Circularity Reports developed by
ambiente spa have also been sworn by Third Par-
ty Accreditation Bodies, confirming the align-
ment of the criteria contained in the BS8001
standard.

More recently, to respond to specific requests
from its Partners, ambiente spa has identified the
new AFNOR XP X30-901: 2018 standard (Circular
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economy project management system - Require-
ments and guidelines) as an additional tool to
support Circular Economy. The AFNOR standard
is currently the only international certifiable stan-
dard for the management of circular economy
projects. According to David Giraldi, Head of the
Circular Economy Working Group at ambiente
spa: "The AFNOR XP X30-901: 2018 standard
makes it possible to implement Circular Econo-
my in the Company Management System, allo-
wing it to be certified by third parties. "

The implementation of the AFNOR standard for
Circular Economy is even more immediate if the
Organization already has an Environmental Ma-
nagement System compliant with the UNI EN ISO
14001: 2015 standard; in this regard Andrea Steri,
Expert Technician of the Circular Economy
Working Group of ambiente spa: “If you reflect
on the circular economy, on the role it plays in
relation to the business context, if you consider
its importance in terms of communication and
the close link with the life cycle of products and
services, it can be concluded that the manage-
ment systems of the circular economy constitute
the natural integration of the environmental ma-
nagement systems ".

With these premises, ambiente spa has been able
to implement and make certifiable the Manage-
ment System for Circular Economy Projects of its
Partner San Colombano Costruzioni spa: San Co-
lombano Costruzioni has recently obtained from
Bureau Veritas, a leading multinational company
in the certification sector, the first AFNOR XP X
30-901 certificate issued in Europe! A success
that defines the short-medium term prospects
for all Organizations wishing to welcome the Cir-
cular Economy within their Company System.
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ASCOLAB IS THE WINNER OF:
THE BEST PERFORMING MS-NLA
SADC REGIONAL LABORATORY
ASSOCIATION AWARDS 2019

4scoLr®

At the 12th General Assembly meeting of the
SADC Regional Laboratory Association (SRLA)
held virtually on May 27th, the winner of the first-
ever SRLA Award for the 2019 Best Performing
Member State National Laboratory Association
(MS-NLA) was announced. This new initiative
recognizes the level of support given to labora-
tories in the Member State.

The 2019 Best-Performing MS-NLA Award was
awarded to the Association Congolaise des La-
boratoires (ASCOLAB). ASCOLAB promoted to
food, water and medical testing laboratories the
benefits of accreditation to international stan-
dards as a way to reduce trade costs and ensure
foreign market access. ASCOLAB also offered
training courses to improve the knowledge and
skills of technical and managerial laboratory per-
sonnel, to enhance the reliability of test results
supplied by Congolese conformity assessment
bodies.

The Margaret Ngobeni Floating Trophy for the
Best Performing MS-NLA is sponsored by the
South African National Laboratory Association
and named after Mrs. Margaret Ngobeni, who has
played a prominent role in the SRLA Secretariat

eurolab
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Report from national organi- ;@ beLOb
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and SADC Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT)
Coordination Committees.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ASCOLAB!
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Belab is the association of Bel-

gian Laboratories and organizations involved in
accreditation. Belab is member of Eurachem and
Eurolab. The association has an Executive Board
with 8 members and counts 57 members-
laboratories in the General Assembly.
The members are laboratories from different sec-
tors (textile, water, clinical, pharmaceutical, cali-
bration, inspection, ..) and different organiza-
tions (private, university, authorities, ...).

Members of the Executive committee of Belab
are represented in different boards of Belac
(Belgian accreditation authority): Commission of
coordination (management of Belac) and Natio-
nal Council (advisory board of Minister of Econo-
my).

Belab is chaired by Isabelle Vercruysse (LMI).
Philippe Maesen (University of Liége) is vice-
chair.

Belab organised in Juni 2019 during the General
Assembly a brainstorming session together with
Belac about the new ISO17025 (2017). This as a
result of audits which were already performed in
spring 2019 by Belac on this new ISO. Members
were asked to submit points and cases they had
problems with on their audit. These points were
discussed with the Belac management and the
members of Belab. A summary of this discussion
forum has been posted on the Belab website.

Croati

In 2020, Belab will organize a survey on the new
ISO17025 (2017) in cooperation with Belac. The
purpose of this survey is to find out the difficult
points of the current audits, to know the opinions
of the labs and to learn from this how impro-
vement actions can be taken by Belac.

During the period 2019-2020, Belab was asked
by the Ministry of Education to give advice on
drawing up new professional profiles. Belab
cooperated also as an advisory body for the Mi-
nistry of Environment and the Ministry of Health.

Every year the activities and information of Eura-
chem are diffused by a presentation on the Ge-
neral Assembly of Belab, via the website and by
emailing newsletters to the members of Belab at
regular intervals.
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IMEKO TC 10 & EUROLAB L 29

Conference, 20-22 Octo- HMD
ber 2020 B QOIng VIRTUAL HRVATSKO MIERITELISKO DRUSTVO
CROATIAN METROLOGY SOCIETY

Due to the COVID-19 situa-
tion, the Organizing Committee of the IMEKO TC
10 & EUROLAB Conference decided:

- to organize a VIRTUAL CONFERENCE in 2020
(the exact date will be the same as planned con-
ference, 20-22 October 2020) and

- to postpone physical conference planned in Du-
brovnik, October 19-22, 2020 to the year 2022
(the exact date will be defined later on)

REGISTRATION FOR THE VIRTUAL CONFE-
RENCE IS OPEN WITH SIGNIFICANTLY REDU-
CED PRICES: https://www.imekotc10-2020.com/
prices

KEYNOTE SPEAKER: https://www.imekotclO-
2020.com/keynote-speakers

* Etty Feller, Israel, International Laboratory Ac-
creditation Cooperation, Chair

Metrology Soc
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* Jeff Gust, USA, FLUKE Chief Corporate Metro- E U ROL AB CZ News

logist, Chairperson of ILAC Laboratory Com-
mittee

* Bernd Kroon, Netherlands, Member of Board
EUROLARB aisbl

* Vicki Barwick, United Kingdom, EURACHEM
Chair

New call for abstracts is published, check new
deadlines! https://www.imekotc10-2020.com/
call-for-abstracts

THE CONTRIBUTIONS WILL BE SUBJECT TO
THE PEER-REVIEW PROCESS AND THE SE-
LECTED PAPERS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE
ACTA IMEKO (THE E-JOURNAL OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL MEASUREMENT CONFEDERATION)
AND INDEXED IN SCOPUS.

CROLAB
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16th international con-
ference
"LABORATORY COM-

PETENCE 2020" LAB

16th international confe-

rence "LABORATORY COMPETENCE 2020" will
take place on Brijuni Archipelago, Istria, from 14 -
17 October 2020. Participants will have the op-
portunity to attend lectures and round tables on
calibration laboratories, testing laboratories as
well as testing and Inspection Bodies. The event
includes the CROLAB General Assembly. Partici-
pants will acquire sound knowledge on the role
of laboratories in Croatia and the EU. It is also a
wonderful opportunity to see the unigque Brijuni
archipelago national park and the istria peninsu-
la. Please find all the up to date information and
register for the Conference on the CROLAB web-
site: www.crolab.hr. CROLAB is looking forward
to seeing you!

1 Long-Term Monitoring of Climate in Buildings
Technical and Test Institute for Construction
Prague, SOE, member of
EUROLAB-CZ, is now im- @ifFroe
proving services in the field __‘“’ﬂm
of the quality (health, safety and comfort) of the
interior climate for users of energy efficient buil-
dings. Our new sensors allow to track the air hu-
midity, CO2, VOC and dust particles PM2,5 -
PM10 directly in the indoor climate.

Contact:
Pavel Rubas, Ph.D., rubas@tzus.cz, Phone: 00420
602 15 450
Jan Tripes, tripes@tzus.cz, Phone: 00420 607
774 395
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1 FENELAB celebrates its new s
website fenelab

Fenelab has been working on a new strategy within
the association during the last year. The association
wants to be a link between members and accredia-
tion bodies worldwide. With a new strategy fits a

new look.

In that order Fenelab has renewed its

website and gives room for worldwide news that
reaches more than its members alone Please take a
look at the welbsite here.

eurolab
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HELLASLABéQ
HellasLab workshops E

HellasLab

EAAHNIKH ENQIH EPTAITHPIQON

and activities

Hellaslab organized on February 12, 2020 a
workshop on “The Contribution of Hellaslab and
the accredited laboratories to the development
of the Country” which took place in Athens, and
was attended by over 70 participants from labo-
ratories all over Greece.

Main speaker was D. Nieuwenhuis, Secretary Ge-
neral, EUROLAB who attended the workshop
and had interesting discussions with many lab
managers before and after the workshop, which
was very interesting for all participants.

You can find all presentations and some photos
on:

https://www.hellaslab.gr/12-2-2020-ekdilosi-

symvoli-tis-ellinikis-enosis/

Another workshop was also held on February 22,
on the “ISO 17025: Method Validation, Risk as-
sessment & Decision Rules”, gathering 60 partici-
pants from all over Greece.

Lorens Sibbesen and Irini Leimoni, were the ex-
perts that made the presentations (in English), q
raising questions and comments from the at-
tendees.

RELACRE
RELACRE’s 29th Anniversary
(May 9)

It was the last seminar to be held in Greece be-
fore lockdown due to the coronavirus pandemic
- HellasLab hopes to resume these events from
September!

HellasLab also participated in Elec-Tec 2020, an
exhibition for electrical equipment - a session for
product certification according to European Di-
rectives was organized by the Scientifc com-
mittee of HellasLab.

During the last 3 months, HellasLab participated
actively at Hellenic Accreditation System web
meetings, so that Accreditation activities for la-
boratories doing essential analyses (and others)
can continue as normal. ESYD has already accre-
dited 2 Greek labs for detecting Covid-19 and
more are in the waiting list.

Institute Pasteur of Athens (a member of Hel-
lasLab) has a leading role in the battle against
the pandemic -
Greece!

with very good results for

RELACRE celebrated its 29th anni-
versary saluting the great efforts
of our members who, in the current context,
have been working hard in various ways for the
Country to move forward and face this challenge
for public health.

A video message was broadcasted on RE-
LACRE's social networks, on behalf of the BoA,
by the Chairman, Alvaro Ribeiro.

eurolab
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As part of RELACRE's 29th anniversary celebra-
tions, an event of Webinars was scheduled to
take place during next months, being the first
one already presented on May 19, 2020, with the
title "Return to Laboratories in the context of the
COVID-19 pandemic”. (https://
youtu.be/6CX1YgpguE4)

RELACRE’s Online Activities

In the second quarter of the year, in order to res-
pond to the impact of Covid-19, RELACRE was
able to develop with success a new strategy for
online training and virtual workshops. This was
only possible with the support of Portuguese
community of laboratories, members and custo-
mers that adopted in a remarkable way this new
model. In certain cases, because travel is no lon-
ger necessary, RELACRE had a growing number
of participants from all over the Country and
Portuguese Islands.

During these two months, there were presented
14 Training courses and one Workshop with
nearly 200 participants. RELACRE will continue
to develop this online model, and is already pre-
paring a new type of mixed events that will com-
bine online and face-to-face approaches.

Sectorial and Technical Committee

The meetings of RELACRE Sectorial and Techni-
cal Committees (RSC) is considered one of the
most relevant actions taken to support the deve-
lopment of economic and technical issues of in-
terest for the community of labs. With a large
participation of members, it is an increasing tool
to discuss topics e.g. the ISO/IEC 17025 transi-
tion, regulation in regulatory frameworks and
new standards.

In May and June RELACRE held online the plena-
ry meetings from the following RSC:

RELACRE Sectorial Committee for Water - parti-
cipation of 20 members;

RELACRE Sectorial Committee for Construction
Materials - participation of 13 members.

RELACRE Institutional Support to a MSc thesis

Title: Lean and Six Sigma Methodologies and or-
ganizational performance: a study in Portuguese
laboratories. Author: Andreia Viviana Antunes
Craveiro

This thesis had the institutional support of RE-
LACRE within the scope of the questionnaire

sent to our members regarding the subject men-
tioned.

TURKLAB

TURKAK Impacts of CO-
VID-19 Outbreak on the
Accreditation Processes
and UDK Activities

On May 12, 2020, “COVID-

19 Stakeholders Assessment Meeting” was held
by TURKAK with a remote meeting for the as-
sessment of the impacts of COVID 19 on their
sector in terms of accreditation, with the partici-
pation of their Chairman of the Board of Direc-
tors Mr. Halit KARABOGA, Vice President Mr.
Mehmet HUSREV, TURKAK Advisory Board
Member and their Honorary President Dr. Omer
GUZEL and TURKAK Advisory Board Member
and their former President Ms. Nese GUNES. At
the meeting, Secretary General Ms. Banu Mider-
risoglu, Deputy Secretary General Mr. Kirsat
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