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Foreword by the EUROLAB President, Dr. Andreas Kinzel 

 

Dear Members,  

 

In this current issue you can see the important tasks that EUROLAB undertakes for quality 

infrastructure in Europe. 

There are seemingly simple questions that have been considered solved for 150 years, such as "How 

long is a meter?" in the article by our Croatian member. But there's much more to this question than 

meets the eye. Because nowadays, on both submicroscopic and astronomical scales, definition of 

length is not just theoretical but of immense importance for the practical solution of technical 

problems, whether in the production of ever smaller microchips or in space exploration. 

Our Spanish colleagues are currently working intensively on the "Digital Product Passport," which will 

become mandatory with the new CPR. These digital product passports contain many aspects of the 

product related to its use, but especially documentation, to which our laboratories and other CABs 

make a significant contribution. This therefore serves the safety of citizens in Europe in a very 

important way. Through the work in the laboratories and other CABs within the national EUROLABs 

associations, our world becomes a safer place. And the digital documentation makes it easier to 

demonstrate this. 

TURKLAB, in turn, reports on an event focusing on periodic inspections. And digitalization will certainly 

bring about changes in the future. While inspections of products, manufacturing plants, or services 

have so far been rather retrospective, they could evolve into "in-situ" inspections in future. Instead of 

sampling past data to extrapolate future performance, the focus will be on production data, which 

reflects the current situation much more accurately. 



But despite all the digitalization, every organisation, every one of our national members, every 

laboratory, and every other CAB consists of people. These people come together because they pursue 

common interests and share common values. And this sense of community also needs to be nurtured, 

as you can see from the contribution from the Czech member. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

In this spirit, I would like to thank you for all 

the work you have done in your laboratory, 

your CAB, your association, or beyond, 

because without you there would be neither 

the necessary safety nor EUROLAB. I wish us 

all the best for the coming year, 2026, and 

hope that we will all succeed in continuing to 

make progress on this path. And to each and 

every one of you, may every day in 2026 a 

good day. 

Best regards, 

 

Andreas Kinzel 

EUROLAB President 

   
          

 

  
  
 

Foreword by the EUROLAB Secretary General, Ms. Laura Martin 

  



Dear Readers, 

  

In the past few months, EUROLAB 

continued to enhance capacity-

building, through various key actions 

such as the well-attended series of 

webinars on lab sustainability under the 

UNIDO partnership and the publication 

of the new guidelines on ‘Managing 

sustainability in conformity assessment 

bodies’. 

  

 

       

 

Regarding other projects, EUROLAB continues to contribute to the Erasmus+ project “Lab of The 

Future: Empowering VET centres and Digital Labs with AI, VR, and Cloud-Integrated LIMS”, with a key 

focus on developing six training modules dedicated to Green Technology (or IT), AI and Machine 

Learning, Virtual Reality, IoT, Cloud Management and Information Management Systems for 

Loboratories and VET Centers. The Screenfood Project is also a key priority among EUROLAB activities, 

where we coordinate the impact and dissemination activities of the ongoing research focused on the 

development of analytical strategies and reference materials for food and food packaging industries. 

 

EUROLAB is also actively engaged in the ongoing EU legislative developments, bringing expertise and 

positioning our members’ views on key topics such as the revision of the Standardisation Regulation 

and the New Legislative Framework. 

 

The last Newsletter of 2025 will present you the key deliverables of the past few months, including key 

events, projects, publications as well as our members’ focused topics and activities. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude and to thank all our members and 

stakeholders for their valuable contributions and collaboration in 2025, and we look forward to 

continuing our strategic actions representing and bringing an added value to our sector. 

 

Happy Holidays and best wishes for a successful New Year! 

 

Best regards, 

 



Laura Martin  

EUROLAB Secretary General  

  

  
 

EUROLAB Highlights 

  

  
 

Season’s Greetings 

 

 

EUROLAB wishes you a joyful holiday season and a happy and successful New Year! We thank all our 

members, stakeholders and contacts for the fruitful collaboration in 2025 and we look forward to 

continuing working together in 2026! 

  

 

 

                                                          Past 

  

  
 

EUROLAB-UNIDO Webinar Series 

 



EUROLAB has successfully developed the key deliverables under its partnership with UNIDO. As part 

of this collaboration, the two organisations hosted a series of seminars under the UNIDO Global 

Quality and Standards Programme (GQSP). This joint initiative between UNIDO and Switzerland's State 

Secretariat for Economic Affairs (SECO) sought to boost national quality infrastructure systems and 

standards compliance to support sustainable trade, inclusive growth, and SME market access. The 

GQSP helps industries to become more competitive through strengthened compliance capacity with 

quality and standards, facilitating market access for SMEs and enhancing their integration into value 

chains. 

 

The EUROLAB-UNIDO webinars were: 

• "Rethinking Sustainability: Ensuring the long-term viability of laboratories" 30 September 

• "What does a country need to become more sustainable?" 29 October 

• “Best Practices, case studies and examples of how to make your laboratory more sustainable" 

28 November 

The three webinars showed that lab sustainability and productivity stems from innovation, 

entrepreneurship, and the efficient use of time and capital. Sustainability is not achieved by restricting 

activity, but by enabling people to create more value with available resources and best practices. 

Greater economic capacity and productivity enable capacity and resources to invest in sustainability, 

affording cleaner technologies, better infrastructure, and higher environmental standards. 

Productivity is not simply an economic indicator; it is the engine that makes every environmental and 

social goal attainable. Good governance plays also an important role in the long-term sustainability of 

the laboratory by enabling the development of a reliable structure adapted to the needs, size and 

mission of the organisation, balancing productivity with a flexible operational reality. Labs can be 

stronger through innovation, flexible work policies, and the efficient use of human talent and 

technology. All in all, sustainability requires economic strength and innovation, the implementation of 

best practices and sharing of expertise, while sustainable economic growth depends on improving 

efficiency through technological progress, investment, and flexible market structures. We thank all the 

experts involved in the project for their valuable contributions and to UNIDO for the opportunity to 

collaborate on this project. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

  
 

 

Extraordinary General Assembly, National Members Meeting and Accompanying events 

 

 

EUROLAB held the Extraordinary General Assembly, National Members Meeting and Accompanying 

events on 11-12 November 2025, kindly hosted by CROLAB in Zadar, Croatia. The key focus of the 

discussions revolved around EUROLAB's evolutionary strategy.  The strategy seeks to promote the 

development of EUROLAB by mirroring the already existing structure of our national members and 

enhancing our representation of the entire conformity assessment community. On Nov. 11, the 

Technical Committee for Quality Assurance (TCQA) met to discuss the strategic plan of the four 

Working Groups, including the key actions, projects and upcoming priorities around digitalisation, 

accreditation and standardisation, sustainability and revision of technical documents and CookBooks. 

On Nov.12, the Board of Administrators and Extraordinary General Assembly approved the decision to 

suspend the vote on the revised EUROLAB Articles of Association, until the next General Assembly due 



to legal matters caused by the interference of an external party. This decision was taken in order to 

give our members sufficient time to resolve any internal challenges resulting from the external 

pressure they are facing. The Presidency Office, the Secretariat and the EUROLAB Board is available to 

support the members, with any answers, clarifications and any assistance they may need in solving 

these internal challenges. Please read  the EUROLAB President’s statement available on our website. 

 

The General Assembly also approved ROLAB's application to become an Active EUROLAB member. We 

would like to congratulate and give a warm welcome to ROLAB – The Romanian Laboratory 

Association! 

The meetings concluded with the National Member's Meeting during which Secretary General Laura 

Martin gave a presentation on EUROLAB's recent activities, achievements and next steps in our 

evolution. Thank you to the CROLAB Team for the perfect organisation of the EUROLAB events in 

Zadar. 

  

 

 

  
 

 

 

Technical Report Guidelines for managing sustainability in CABs 

 

EUROLAB is delighted to announce the publication of the Technical Report Guidelines for managing 

sustainability in CABs. This document provides guidance for Conformity Assessment Bodies (CABs) 

including testing, inspection and calibration laboratories, certification bodies, and other entities 

operating within the conformity assessment sector, on how to integrate ESG (Environmental, Social, 

and Governance) principles into operations. 

 

The paper provides amongst others, valuable insights on: 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13nWvN06Np6lZap45eHNcvAOAGm9gOatk/view?usp=sharing


-Strategic orientation for sustainability in CABs 

-Environmental reporting of carbon footprint across voluntary frameworks 

-Practices that ensure long-term sustainable continuity 

-Enhancing operational resilience, stakeholder trust, and long-term competitiveness 

-Practical tools, references, and frameworks that CABs may find useful when shaping their own 

sustainability strategies. 

 

EUROLAB thanks all the experts involved in the drafting of this document for their valuable effort and 

contributions. 

 

Read more here. 

  

 

 

  
 

 

35th Anniversary event of RENAR 

 

EUROLAB Secretary General Laura Martin participated in the 35th Anniversary event of RENAR, at the 

Romanian Athenaeum in Bucharest on November 7. It was a high level event with representatives 

from the Romanian Ministries, Romanian and European Accreditation Bodies, as well as other key 

stakeholders who gathered to celebrate 35 years since the foundation of RENAR, an important 

milestone for the Romanian accreditation system. 

 

We would like to congratulate RENAR and we look forward to continuing our fruitful collaboration and 

engagement in developing a sustainable quality infrastructure system in Europe. 

  

https://www.eurolab.org/newsarticles/technical-report-guidelines-for-managing-sustainability-in-cabs


 

 

  
 

  
 

  
 

EUROLAB TCQA Working Groups 

 

EUROLAB Technical Committee on Quality Assurance (TCQA) is actively working on key initiatives 

through its four dedicated Working Groups, which are open to all EUROLAB members, stakeholders, 

and external experts. These WGs cover critical topics: 

• Accreditation & Standardisation, focusing on accreditation needs for emerging legislations, 

standards revisions, and cooperation with national accreditation and standardisation bodies, 

revision of the New Legislative Framework and standardisation regulation, cookbook 

revisions, participation and contributions to the European Quality Infrastructure Network, and 

to the Accreditation and Standardisation fora (EA, CEN-CENELEC, Global Accreditation 

Cooperation Incorporated). 

 

• Sustainability, tackling essential topics such as energy efficiency, resource management, 

sustainability reporting, and waste reduction in laboratories, UNIDO collaboration and 

engagement with other relevant stakeholders. 

 

• Digitalisation, working on future-forward topics such as the Lab of the Future, Digital Test 

Certificates, AI and Blockchain integration, and smart digitalisation strategies, webinars on key 

challenges based on the digitalisation survey sent to members, cookbook revisions. 

 



• Cook Books & Technical Reports, overseeing the drafting, review, and publication of EUROLAB 

Cook Books and technical reports, contributing to the creation of a comprehensive Labs 

Library. 

We would like to remind you that these Working Groups are open to everyone, and we welcome your 

involvement! If you’re interested in joining or would like more information, please reach out to us 

at info@eurolab.org. 

  

  
 

                                     Upcoming 

  

  
  
 

EUROLAB General Assembly 2026 

 

The EUROLAB General Assembly 2026 and accompanying meetings will be held in Bulgaria on April 

15-17 kindly hosted by BULLAB. More details and exact location will be communicated in due time. 

  

  
 

EUROLAB-GCC Lab webinar, "Advanced Inspection Tools: Remote Visual Inspections (RVI) and 

Acoustic Resonance Inspection (ART)" 

 

 

EUROLAB and GCC Lab will cohost a webinar, "Advanced Inspection Tools: Remote Visual Inspections 

(RVI) and Acoustic Resonance Inspection (ART)." Remote Visual Inspections (RVI) and Acoustic 

Resonance Inspection (ART) are advanced non-destructive testing (NDT) techniques that use sound 

waves to assess the integrity of materials and components. Both methods are highly important across 

multiple industries and support effective maintenance as well as the assurance of consistent product 

quality. 

 

The webinar will promote the use of RVI and ART for NDT (Non-Destructive Testing) through 

presentations from experts including: 

 

- Bento Ottone Alves, President Portuguese Association of NDT & Board Member of EFNDT 

- Michel Bezemer, Technology Advisor Europe & Africa, TSC Subsea 

- Mohamed Hichem Gasmi, Lifting and Inspection Manager, Advanced Inspection Services, An Affiliate 

of GCC Lab 

 

Participants will gain: 



-An overview of RVI and ART principles and standards (ASME, ISO, EN references) 

-Technology methods and developments 

-Safety considerations and remote operation protocol 

-Key concepts of Remote Visual Inspection and Acoustic Resonance Testing 

-Integration of RVI/ART data into Asset Integrity Management Systems (AIMS) 

-Leveraging digital tools and techniques and data analytics for predictive maintenance and decision 

support 

-Risk Identification & Mitigation 

 

The date and time is TBC. Registration link. 

  

  
 

Labsummit 

 

 

EUROLAB Secretary General Laura Martin will be speaking at labsummit,® a leading international event 

that brings together the global community connected to the laboratory sector on May 7 to 9 in 

Coimbra, Portugal. labsummit® will host a unique gathering where science, technology, innovation and 

people converge. The central goal of labsummit® is to foster debate and knowledge sharing on the 

most relevant trends, emerging technologies, and strategic challenges shaping the present and future 

of laboratories. In its last edition (2024), the event welcomed over 1000 participants from 15 

countries, more than 50 keynote speakers, 100+ sessions, and 50+ exhibitors, establishing itself as an 

essential meeting point for innovation and networking in the sector. 

 

Register here. 

  

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=sXBEDSSIQESw3VfqSu9NqMNj96Lf9jhBkuZ47WYSr_pUM0FWSE5QMFIzOVZIN1VINEo5UVEzTzg4MS4u&route=shorturl
https://www.labsummit.com/registration/prices-dates


 

 

  
          

 

  
          

 

News from the Members 

  

  
  
 

ASSOTIC 

 

ASSOTIC is an official member of the Global Accreditation Cooperation Incorporated 

During the Second General Assembly of the Global Accreditation Cooperation Incorporated, on 23–

24 October, ASSOTIC’s membership as a Stakeholder Member of the new international organization 

was formally approved. The Second General Assembly marked a pivotal moment in the evolution of 

the international accreditation landscape. During the meeting, a total of 156 membership applications 

were examined and approved, formally constituting the membership base of the newly established 

organization and confirming its operational role within the global accreditation system. 

The Global Accreditation Cooperation Incorporated was established to replace International 

Accreditation Forum (IAF) and the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation (ILAC) with a 

single international accreditation body. The new organization will unify the functions and expertise of 



both, strengthening global cooperation and providing a single authoritative voice for the promotion of 

accreditation worldwide. The new body will assume all roles and responsibilities currently held by IAF 

and ILAC, including the maintenance of the Multilateral Recognition Arrangements (MRAs) among 

accreditation bodies. The creation of Global represents a historic milestone. In accordance with the 

resolutions adopted during the General Assemblies of IAF and ILAC, the two organizations will initiate 

a structured process of merger and subsequent gradual dissolution beginning on 1 January 2026 - the 

date on which Global will become fully operational. 

The year 2025 thus constitutes a transitional phase toward a unified model of global accreditation, 

designed to enhance the governance of international conformity assessment, reinforce the coherence 

and coordination among regional accreditation systems, and promote deeper mutual trust among 

accreditation bodies, conformity assessment entities and stakeholders worldwide. As a member of the 

Global Accreditation Cooperation Incorporated, ASSOTIC plays a key role in defining the direction, 

governance, and activities of the organization. 

During the Assembly in Bangkok, the first leadership positions were elected, as follows: 

• Brahim Houla (GCC Accreditation Center), appointed President 

• Emanuele Riva (ACCREDIA, Italy), appointed Vice President 

•  

By the end of 2025, additional governance roles - including the chairs of the technical committees and 

the members of the Financial Review Committee - will be appointed through an electronic voting 

process open to all members. ASSOTIC played an active and constructive role in the founding activities 

and in the voting procedures, thanks in particular to the collaboration with Marcus Long (IIOA) 

and Pedro Castro Alves, Managing Director of IQNET, who exercised the vote on behalf of ASSOTIC. 

ASSOTIC reaffirms its strong commitment to this new global structure and its confidence in the 

strategic value of a unified accreditation system capable of fostering solid international connections 

among the actors engaged in quality, conformity, and global trust. 

For more information visit here and here. 

  

 

 

         

  
 

https://www.assotic.it/assotic-partecipa-alla-nascita-della-global-accreditation-cooperation-incorporated/
https://www.accredia.it/comunicazione/notizie/emanuele-riva-vice-presidente-di-global-accreditation-cooperation-incorporated/


  
 

EUROLAB CZ 

 

The regular meeting of 4E-CZ platform took place in October. The five members of 4E-CZ are:   

• EUROLAB-CZ and its member associations = Association of Accredited and Authorized bodies 

(AAAO) - CABs and NBs; Association of Czech testing laboratories (SČZL); Association of Testing 

Bodies for Construction (SZV) - CABs and NBs 

• EA member, the Czech Accreditation Institute (CAI) - the National accreditation body 

according to EU R765 

• EURAMET member, the Czech Metrology Institute (CMI) - the National governmental body for 

metrology 

• EURACHEM member - EURACHEM-ČR 

• EUROCAL member - the Czech Association of Calibration Laboratories (ČKS) 

Current representatives of the Czech Society for Quality (ČSJ) and the Czech Metrological Society 

(ČMS) were present as guests. On the agenda, there were reports about the activities of the 

members, priorities and work items for the new year, coordination of activities of mutual interest and 

technical/organisational matters for further improvement of the work of the platform. 

For more information visit the web site of 4E-CZ. 

 

 

National Price of Quality Award 

On November 20, the National Price of Quality Awards in various categories were awarded  in the 

Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic (Upper Chamber).   

The President of EUROLAB-CZ, Alexander Šafařík-Pštrosz, Vice-President of the Board for Quality in the 

Czech Republic, the Advisory Board of the Government, attended the ceremony and presented the 

awards to the winners in the CSR (Corporate Social Responsibility) category in the private companies 

sector (now a part of ESG). This was an honor for EUROLAB-CZ and all its members in their role in 

national quality infrastructure. 

  

https://www.4e.cz/


 

 

 

 

 

Association of Authorized and Accredited Bodies 

On the evening of November 27, the Association of Authorized and Accredited Bodies, member of 

EUROLAB-CZ (majority of Members are EU Notified Bodies), held a special event at the Empire Hall in 

Prague, focusing on the role and importance of testing and conformity assessment in the Czech 

Republic. 

The highest representatives of the state administration headed by the Ministry of Industry and Trade, 

the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology and Testing including the Czech Agency for Standardisation, 

the Czech Metrology Institute, the Czech Accreditation Institute, the Czech Trade Inspection (the main 

marked surveillance body), the Czech Consumers Associations, representatives of Industries, Chamber 

of Commerce, Small and Medium Sized Companies, and, of course, laboratories, testing, conformity 

assessment, certification and inspection bodies participated in this event. Approximately 250 people 

attended. All these institutions and bodies are a part of quality infrastructure in the Czech Republic. 

The program included presentations from the main institutions, followed by a roundtable discussion 

with the main representatives of the Conformity Assessment sector. The cultural and gastronomic 

program was also appreciated. It is expected that event will also take place in 2026. 

Contact: 

Alexander Šafařík-Pštrosz 

President of EUROLAB-CZ 



www: safarik@tzus.cz, eurolabcz@seznam.cz 

+420 720 321 664 

  

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

  
 

Croatian Metrology Society 

 

As the year draws to a close, the Croatian Metrology Society (HMD) is concluding a very active and 

productive period, marked by several key initiatives in metrology promotion, education, and 

international cooperation. 

 

One of the highlights of this year is the opening of the exhibition “How Long is a Metre?” at the Nikola 

Tesla Technical Museum in Zagreb, dedicated to the 150th anniversary of the Metre Convention. The 

exhibition presents historical artifacts illustrating the development of metrology in Croatia, interactive 

exhibits for visitors, and a series of educational panels. The opening attracted a large audience, 

including many experts from industry and laboratories who significantly contributed to the creation of 

the exhibition. The event received substantial media coverage in the national press, as well as on 

television and radio. The exhibition is designed for the general public, with the aim of explaining 

metrology and demonstrating its importance for science, industry, health, trade, and everyday life. 

HMD would like to take this opportunity to express its sincere thanks to EUROLAB for its support in 

this project. The exhibition is open until 30 March 2026. Opening hours are Tuesday to Friday from 

9:00 to 17:00, Saturday and Sunday from 9:00 to 13:00. Closed on Mondays and public holidays. 

 

This year also saw the launch of the new official website, which now serves as a central platform for 

promoting and highlighting training opportunities, educational activities, news, events, and HMD’s 

cooperation with EUROLAB, IMEKO, and other partners. The organisation’s regular programme of 

training courses continues, and HMD is preparing new ones on topics that have not previously been 

covered in its portfolio. In addition, HMD is  planning further international courses, building on the 

successful model of the training that was previously held in Malta. HMD’s working groups have also 

mailto:safarik@tzus.cz
mailto:eurolabcz@seznam.cz


been active throughout the year. As previously reported in the EUROLAB newsletter, HMD has 

established several working groups focusing on digitalisation in metrology, education and training, 

collaboration with IMEKO, and metrology in the pharmaceutical sector. Some of these groups, such as 

the Working Group on Digitalisation, have already held a number of meetings. HMD is pleased that 

many experts from various metrology-related fields have expressed interest in joining these groups 

and contributing their expertise. 

 

Looking ahead, HMD is preparing for its 11th bi-annual conference, which will take place in April next 

year in Opatija. Preparations have also started for the celebration of World Metrology Day 2026, 

where HMD will once again organise events aimed at both the professional community and the wider 

public. Overall, this has been a very dynamic and successful year for the Croatian Metrology Society, 

full of positive outcomes and valuable challenges that have further strengthened its experience and 

capacity. 

 

HMD wishes all members of the EUROLAB community a Merry Christmas and a successful New Year! 

  

 

 

  
 

CROLAB 

Review of the regular annual General Assembly 2025 



CROLAB maintained active cooperation and regular communication with EUROLAB throughout 2025, 

particularly through participation in working groups and activities held alongside CROLAB’s 

international conference. This ongoing exchange of experience and expertise remains an important 

foundation for strengthening the quality and visibility of the Croatian laboratory community within 

the broader European network. In this context of strong international engagement, CROLAB held its 

regular annual General Assembly on 1 December at the Faculty of Forestry and Wood Technology, 

University of Zagreb. The Assembly brought together representatives of member laboratories and the 

Association’s bodies in a constructive atmosphere, with a clear focus on strategic planning for the year 

ahead. 

After adopting the agenda and electing the Assembly’s working bodies, members reviewed reports on 

activities carried out since the previous session. The presentations covered the work of all four clubs – 

the Club of Analytical Laboratories, the Club of Testing Laboratories, the Club of Calibration 

Laboratories, and the Club of Inspection and Certification Bodies – as well as the work of the 

Education Committee, the Publishing Committee, and the Supervisory Board. The Council for External 

Relations reported on its activities in strengthening international connections and promoting 

cooperation with partner organisations in the region. Together, these reports confirmed strong 

involvement of members in professional lectures, seminars, publishing activities, and European-level 

cooperation, reinforcing CROLAB’s role as a central platform for sharing knowledge and advancing 

laboratory competence in Croatia. 

The Assembly’s main focus was planning for 2026. CROLAB will expand its educational programme by 

increasing the number of seminars and encouraging closer cooperation among clubs and committees. 

Particular attention will be given to thematic forums and workshops addressing current issues in 

laboratory practice. The Association will continue to represent the interests of laboratory bodies 

before national institutions and at the European level through active participation in EUROLAB and 

Eurachem initiatives. In 2026, CROLAB also plans to launch its new website, which will provide a 

clearer and more modern presentation of member laboratories, while improving communication 

within the community. Preparations have already begun for the 21st International Conference 

“Laboratory Competence,” with members invited to propose potential venues. The Assembly 

confirmed four new CROLAB members, further strengthening the Association’s structure. The meeting 

concluded with a shared sense of motivation and readiness to continue building competence, 

visibility, and cooperation within the Croatian laboratory community in close dialogue with European 

partners. 

Vjekoslav Živković, President of CROLAB 

  



 

 

  
 

EUROLAB Spain 

 

 

Highlights of the activities of fourth quarter 2025 

 

The last Webinar of 2025 organized by EUROLAB-Spain with the collaboration of UNE, was held on 

November 5, titled “The Digital Product Passport (DPP) in the new Construction Products Regulation 

(CPR),” with a large participation of assistants.  

  



 

 

  
 

RELACRE 

 

International Cooperation – Visit of Delegations from Albania and Ukraine, Supported by UNIDO, to 

RELACRE on 18 November 2025 

 

On 18 November 2025, RELACRE – the Portuguese Association of Accredited Laboratories – welcomed 

official delegations from Albania and Ukraine for a high-level technical and institutional visit, 

organized with the support of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO), with 

the objective of learning about RELACRE’s associative model and gaining insight into the laboratory 

landscape in Portugal. This exchange of experiences will support the creation and development of 

laboratory associations in their own countries, reinforcing the role of cooperation in strengthening 

national quality infrastructures. The visit provided an important platform for the exchange of 

knowledge, discussion of best practices, and identification of future collaboration opportunities 

between national accreditation and laboratory networks. RELACRE presented its mission, governance 

model, and role within the Portuguese and European quality systems, highlighting its contribution to 

competence, reliability, and international recognition across accredited laboratories. Representatives 

from Albania and Ukraine shared their ongoing efforts to align national practices with international 

standards and their interest in establishing or reinforcing laboratory associations capable of 

supporting technical capacity-building and economic development. UNIDO’s support was fundamental 

in facilitating this dialogue. 

 



The meeting concluded with a shared commitment to explore future cooperation initiatives, including 

technical training, knowledge-sharing activities, and participation in regional and international 

networks. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 



CONFMET 2025: the meeting point for Portuguese metrology 

The 2025 edition of CONFMET – National Metrology Conference, organized by SPMet – Portuguese 

Metrology Society and RELACRE – Association of Accredited Laboratories of Portugal, in collaboration 

with IPQ – Portuguese Quality Institute, took place on 29-30 October, at the IPQ premises in Caparica. 

With the general theme ‘Measurements for all times, for all peoples,’ the Conference was also a 

celebration of the 150th anniversary of the signing of the Metre Convention and the 70th anniversary 

of the creation of the International Organization of Legal Metrology. It attracted over 100 participants 

from the  academic, laboratory and industrial communities, and more than two dozen sponsors and 

institutional supporters. The program included presentations by professionals of recognized technical 

prestige, oral and poster presentations, and a tutorial session. In the space adjacent to the 

Conference, there were presentations of the latest developments in equipment and technologies, 

which also served as a place for sharing experiences and socializing among professionals. The 

Conference reinforced the visibility and importance of Metrology in Portugal, also serving to 

strengthen ties between those who work in the fields of testing, measurement, and inspection. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

  
  
 



TURKLAB  

 

Training on Requirements for Mandatory Implementation of Periodic Inspection for Electrical 

Working Equipment 

The training on Requirements for Mandatory Implementation of Periodic Inspection for Electrical 

Working Equipment, organized by TURKLAB Academy, was successfully completed on 15 November. 

There were 27 attendees. The training based on Article 14/B of the Regulation on Health and Safety 

Conditions in the Use of Work Equipment, the Periodic Inspection Report Formats and Criteria for 

Electrical Work Equipment—which became mandatory as of 1 September 2025—was explained to 

participants in a detailed and practical manner. The training covered periodic inspection criteria, test 

methods, and report formats applicable to electrical work equipment. 

  

 

 

 

TÜRKAK Advisory Board Meeting 

 

The TÜRKAK Advisory Board Meeting was held online on 4 November with the participation of 43 

representatives from non-governmental organizations and private and public institutions. TÜRKAK 

Secretary General Banu Müderrisoğlu stated that TÜRKAK provides accreditation services to 2,300 

organizations with a pool of 1,800 auditors, including newly added scopes. She also noted that new 

accreditation scopes have been added to the service portfolio, including: 

• Food Safety 

• Accreditation within the scope of the International Featured Standards (IFS) Program 



• Carbon Footprint 

• Water Footprint 

• Greenhouse Gas Reduction Projects 

• Accreditation within the scope of PEFC Forest Certification 

• Business Continuity Management System 

• TS ISO/IEC 42001 Artificial Intelligence Management Systems Standard 

During the meeting, TURKLAB expressed the following recommendations: 

• Establishing platforms where views can be shared through consultation meetings or working 

groups with UDKs 

• Adding the title of “Sustainability” to TÜRKAK scope extensions in addition to the fields of 

“Artificial Intelligence” and “Carbon Footprint” 

• Emphasizing the importance of enabling certain documents—currently required to be 

obtained from abroad due to country- or region-specific certification requirements—to be 

made available domestically through efforts to be carried out by TÜRKAK and the relevant 

Ministries 

  

 

 

 

 

The Future of Metrology: TÜBİTAK UME Advisory Board Meeting 

 



The TÜBİTAK UME Advisory Board Meeting was held on 23 October with the participation of 62 

members consisting of representatives from universities, non-governmental organizations, private and 

public institutions, and companies operating in the field of metrology in Türkiye. Following an 

informational presentation by TÜBİTAK UME Director Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mustafa Çetintaş on the activities 

carried out in 2024, participants expressed opinions, recommendations and questions on metrology—

a key component of the quality infrastructure. Participants also shared challenges encountered and 

metrological opportunities and initiatives. During the meeting, TÜBİTAK UME’s plans and targets were 

also discussed, along with the enhancement of the Institute’s relations and coordination with other 

organizations, the functioning of the national measurement and calibration system, and areas of work 

and investment aimed at enabling the Institute to assume a more effective role within this system. 

  

 

 

  
 

  
  
 

TIC Market Trends and Developments 

  



• Applus+ to acquire APEM Group and launch a new global Environmental Services business. 

 

• Bureau Veritas accelerating its LEAP 28 strategy with two signed agreements for acquisitions in 

Buildings & Infrastructure and Renewables. 

 

• Cotecna simplifies Amazon compliance with end-to-end testing, inspection, and certification as 

an Amazon-approved Direct Validation body for global sellers. 

• Dekra has broadened its accreditation in Mexico, now authorized to certify a wide range of 

household appliances, lighting products and electric toys in accordance with Mexican electrical 

safety and energy efficiency standards. 

 

• Kiwa Kiwa Nuclear AB, represented in Poland by Kiwa Poland, has been officially authorized by 

the Państwowa Agencja Atomistyki (PAA) as an expert organization qualified to prepare 

assessments for the application process of Poland’s first nuclear power plant.   

 

• SGS expanded its forestry and biomass certification services with SBP accreditation, 

strengthening assurance for responsibly sourced biomass worldwide. 

 

• TÜV Rheinland expands participation in several key UL Standards & Engagement Technical 

Committees responsible for establishing critical safety and performance requirements. 

 

• TÜV SÜD has successfully issued the world's first product carbon footprint PCF Program 

Certification. Developed as part of the Catena-X and Together for Sustainability (TfS) industry 

initiatives, the new certification creates an independent, standardised certification procedure for 

the systems used by companies to calculate their PCF for the first time. 

 

• UL Solutions’ Proprietary Test Method Helps Advance Innovations in Electric Vehicle Technology. 

As automotive manufacturers develop innovative EV battery technologies, UL Solutions helps 

companies like General Motors prioritize safety and mitigate risk. 

           

 

  
  
 

 

https://www.applus.com/global/en/news/applus+-to-acquire-apem-group-and-launch-a-new-global-environmental-services-business
https://group.bureauveritas.com/newsroom/bureau-veritas-accelerating-its-leap-28-strategy-two-signed-agreements-acquisitions
https://www.cotecna.com/media/news/simplifying-amazon-compliance-with-cotecna-s-end-to-end-tic-services/
https://www.dekra.com/en/dekra-expands-nom-certification-services-in-mexico/
https://www.kiwa.com/en/news/kiwa-poland-receives-paa-authorization/
https://www.sgs.com/en/news/2025/12/sgs-extends-forestry-and-biomass-certification-services-with-sustainable-biomass-program-sbp-accreditation
https://www.tuv.com/press/en/press-releases/tuv-rheinland-strengthens-solar-safety-standardization-across-nam.html
https://www.tuvsud.com/en/newsroom/press-releases/2025/december/tuev-sued-issues-worlds-first-pcf-program-certification
https://www.ul.com/news/ul-solutions-proprietary-test-method-helps-advance-innovations-electric-vehicle-technology
https://linkedin.com/company/eurolab-aisbl
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